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ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

PAUL A. SIGSWORTH 2800 Columbus Avenue
SHERIFF Sandusky, Ohio 44870
Ph: (419) 625-7951

Fax: (419) 627-7547

E-mail: sheriff@eriecounty.oh.gov

To the citizens of Erie County:

Respectfully submitted for your review is the annual report for your Erie County Sher-
iff s Office for calendar year 2014. This report covers in detail the activity generated
as we carried out our varied statutory and public service duties and responsibilities
throughout the year.

Your Sheriff’'s Office consists of three divisions: the Patrol Division, comprised of Patrol
Deputy Sheriffs, Detectives, and Communications Officers; the Jail Division; and the
Civil Division.

A brief review of the information contained in this report reveals the following interest-
ing statistics for each division of the Sheriff’'s Office for 2014

e We received 26,900 classified calls for service, an increase of 18% from 2013.
While that number increased, we are pleased to report that major index crimes
(homicides, rapes, robberies, felonious assaults, burglaries, and breaking and
entering) decreased 35% from 2013.

e Law enforcement efforts resulted in sworn personnel serving 932 arrest warrants
and making 1,049 criminal arrests. Our traffic enforcement efforts resulted in
92 impaired driving arrests and the issuance of 1,892 traffic citations and 3,350
traffic warnings. We also investigated 702 traffic crashes. Our detectives
opened 381 investigative case files and closed 279 investigations during the
year.

e Communications officers were very busy. They answered a total of 37,147 calls
through the 911 system and 205,067 calls on non-emergency lines.



The efforts of the Civil Division resulted in the service of 5345 writs
(subpoenas, protection orders, and other forms of civil process directed to the
Sheriff for service) and the sale of 351 properties through court-ordered Sher-
iffs Sales. The Civil Division also coordinates sex offender registrations and
the issuance of concealed handgun licenses. We registered 360 sex offend-
ers and issued 1767 concealed handgun licenses during 2014. Since 2002,
the number of sex offenders registered by the Sheriff's Office has increased
over 23% and the number of concealed handgun licenses issued in 2014
showed a decrease of 48% over 2013.

Corrections Officers booked a total of 3936 arrestees in the county jail. The
average daily jail population was 133 inmates.

Other information of interest for 2014 for your Sheriff's Office includes the following:

Three employees—Deputy Sheriff Beth Beatty, Corrections Officer Pam Grif-
fith, and Communications Officer Dispatcher Jane Dean retired during the
year. Best wishes to them for a healthy and enjoyable retirement—they cer-
tainly have earned it.

¢ We continue to maintain Sheriff’'s Office substations in Margaretta, Groton, Ox-

ford, Huron, Milan, Berlin, Vermilion, and Florence Townships. The existence
of these substations allows for our Patrol Division Deputy Sheriffs to report di-
rectly to assigned areas of patrol throughout the county at shift changes—
rather than reporting to the Sheriff's Office as a group—greatly reducing re-
sponse times to calls for service and increasing our agency’s visibility and
crime prevention efforts throughout the rural areas of the county. These sub-
stations would not be possible without the cooperative relationships that we
continue to enjoy with the township trustees in all of the townships throughout
the county.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of educators in the Edison and
Margarettta Local School districts, and with the financial support provided by
Dave and Margaret Rudolph through funds collected in memory of their son
during the Brad Rudolph Memorial Scholarship Golf Scramble, Deputy Sheriff
Chad Henderson continued to instruct the DARE program to students in both
school districts. During 2014, we were able to sponsor—because of that same
cooperative spirit—the appearance of Operation Street Smart at Edison and
Margaretta High Schools and at the EHOVE Career Center. Operation Street
Smart, presented by the Franklin County, Ohio Sheriff's Office, exists to pro-
vide the most current information available to students, educators, and parents
concerning the use and abuse of alcohol and narcotics in our communities.



Due to the continued cooperation and support of educators at the EHOVE Ca-
reer Center, Deputy Sheriff Nick Mazur continued to provide school resource
law enforcement services at the school throughout the academic year. This
was the twelfth consecutive year for this program.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of educators at Firelands Col-
lege of Bowling Green State University, Deputy Sheriffs Ed Wimmer and Mark
Jacobs continued to provide year-round primary law enforcement services
throughout the campus. This collaborative program has been in place for
many years.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of educators at North Point Edu-
cational Services Center (NPESC), Deputy Sheriff Keith Bodi continued to pro-
vide school resource law enforcement services at NPESC's facility housed in
the former Adams Junior High School in Sandusky.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of Erie County Engineer Jack
Farschman, Deputy Sheriff Mark Paule continued to perform commercial mo-
tor vehicle weight enforcement duties throughout Erie County.

Due to the cooperation and support of the Erie County Commissioners and
the Erie County Department of Job and Family Services, we continued to as-
sign a Deputy Sheriff to JFS to concentrate on the service of arrest warrants
issued in cases relating to child support issues.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of the Huron Township Trus-
tees, we were contracted to provide four Deputy Sheriffs and one Communica-
tions Officer to provide law enforcement services and supplemental dispatch-
ing services within Huron Township.

We continued to provide emergency public safety dispatching services to politi-

cal subdivisions throughout Erie County. Along with dispatching Sheriff’'s Of-
fice personnel and acting as a message relay point for other county offices, we
also dispatched the following agencies: Sandusky Police and Fire Depart-
ments; Perkins Township Police and Fire Departments; Huron Police and Fire
Departments; Bay View Police and Fire Departments; Kelleys Island Police,
Fire, and EMS Departments; Erie Metroparks Rangers; and the Margaretta
Township, Groton Township, and Vermilion Township Fire Departments. The
Sheriff's Dispatch Advisory Board, chaired by Margaretta Township Fire De-
partment Chief Bill Mohr and comprised of the chiefs of the agencies that we
dispatch for, continued to work toward administrative and operational issues
pertinent to the dispatch operation.



e We provided requested back-up assistance to law enforcement agencies
throughout the county on numerous occasions. We also continued to host
monthly meetings of police chiefs throughout the county, along with attendees
representing law enforcement agencies from various local, state, and/or fed-
eral agencies. These meetings allow for direct communication and informa-
tion sharing between these law enforcement professionals.

e Due to a reorganization of staff and a reduction in the availability of park rang-
ers, we began to provide primary law enforcement response to calls for ser-
vice at Erie Metroparks properties throughout the county in 2014.

e With the outstanding support and cooperation of Lions Clubs throughout Erie
County, we continued Project Lifesaver throughout the county. Project Life-
saver provides equipment that can assist in locating those individuals with
cognitive disorders who wander from their caregivers. Deputy Beth Beatty
was the original coordinator for this program for our agency; upon her retire-
ment Deputy Ron Schnittker assumed that role.

We continued to work cooperatively with the members of the Erie County Com-
mission, the Erie County Administrator, and all other state, county, and local
officials in an effort to provide the most effective and cost-efficient law enforce-
ment services possible to our constituents throughout the county.

In summary, while unique in many ways, 2014 was a typically busy year for your
Sheriff's Office. While statistics alone can be useful, they do not—and cannot—
reflect the true devotion to public safety that the staff members of your Sheriff’'s Office
demonstrate while performing their day-to-day duties under what can only be de-
scribed as, at best, difficult conditions. Whether the individual is a Communications
Officer, a Corrections Officer, or a Deputy Sheriff, our personnel strive to, on a daily
basis, conduct themselves ethically, professionally, and in a dignified fashion, regard-
less of the situation that may occur. They are the most valuable asset that we have.

Finally, we wish to thank you, the citizens of Erie County. We thank you for your on-
going support of our agency, both through your tax dollars and your conduct. We
thank you for your patience with us when we make a simple human error. We know
that the vast majority of you are law-abiding and peaceful individuals who support our
efforts to serve and protect you and who realize the trying situations that we face.
We are deeply grateful for that support, and we will continue to work diligently every
day to continue to earn and maintain your support and respect.

On behalf of the entire staff of your Erie County Sheriff’'s Office, | remain,
Respectfully,

it § Ay~

Paul A. Sigsworth
Sheriff
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PATROL DIVISION OVERVIEW

Chief Deputy Jared L. Oliver supervises the Patrol Division of your Sheriff's Office. He
has a number of years experience with the agency, having served as a Corrections Of-
ficer, Patrol Division Deputy, and Detective, Detective Sergeant, and Detective Lieu-
tenant. He graduated from the 242" Session of the FBI National Academy in 2010,
and was promoted to Chief Deputy Sheriff on June 1, 2012.

Chief Deputy Oliver is the second-in-command of your Sheriff's Office. In the event
that Sheriff Sigsworth is absent or unavailable, Chief Deputy Oliver commands the en-
tire agency.

The Patrol Division is composed of Patrol Deputy Sheriffs, Detectives, and Dispatch-
ers.

During 2014 Patrol Deputy Sheriffs totaled thirty one in number, exclusive of contract
positions and three deputies assigned to the Detective Bureau.

Also during 2014, your Sheriff's Office provided four Patrol Deputy Sheriffs at the Erie
County Courthouse to provide security for Common Pleas Court personnel in the court-
rooms and throughout the building. Those deputies also conducted prisoner trans-
ports between the Courthouse and the county jail, and between other facilities through-
out the state and the county jail, and provided security and supervision for those trans-
ported prisoners.



PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS

WARRANTS SERVED BY YEAR

2001 816
2002 710
2003 681
2004 812
2005 859
2006 955
2007 1330
2008 1145
2009 930
2010 871
2011 974
2012 867
2013 816
2014 932
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
CLASSIFIED COMPLAINT CALLS 2014
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
CLASSIFIED COMPLAINT CALLS BY YEAR

2004 13663
2005 15837
2006 17410
2007 15865
2008 16019
2009 14788
2010 14503
2011 16173
2012 19657
2013 22112
2014 26900
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS

CLASSIFIED COMPLAINT CALLS
By POLITICAL SUBDIVISION 2014
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
ARRESTS BY MONTH 2014
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
TRAFFIC CITATIONS ISSUED 2014
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
TRAFFIC CRASHES By MONTH 2014

Non-Injury Injury Private
January 62 18 3 14 97
February 44 8 2 9 63
March 36 10 2 8 56
April 18 5 1 4 28
May 23 13 3 5 44
June 31 18 3 11 63
July 25 7 14 46
August 18 10 17 45
September 35 8 13 56
October 33 12 10 57
November 65 17 10 94
December 44 6 1 53
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
COMPLAINT CLASSIFICATIONS BY YEAR

Calls for Service JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
911 HANG-UP 16 35 37 14 8 8 5 12 20 7 16 6
ALARM 67 52 47 45 49 70 44 41 59 48 62 37
ANIMAL COMPLAINT 20 13 23 25 21 32 23 21 17 20 23 37
ARSON 1 1

ASSAULT 5 3 6 2 5 7 2 3 5 2 4 2
ASSIST LAW ENFORCEMENT 34 35 37 57 75 72 60 55 44 59 41 53
ASSIST OTHER 14 16 7 21 32 19 21 29 20 39 40 40
ATTEMPTED SUICIDE 1 1 3 5 3 1 2

B&E 5 7 1 4 1 4 3 7 4 5
BOMB THREAT 1

BURGLARY 2 2 6 3 5 4 3 6 5 3 5 3
CANINE ACTIVITY 6 6 7 16 5 9 5 5 5 3 1
CHILD ENDANGERING 1 1 1 3 4 1 3 1
CIVIL MATTER 3 6 7 8 4 6 12 13 8 7 7 11
COMPUTER/INTERNET

CRIME 1

CRIMINAL DAMAGING 4 3 3 5 8 7 7 5 6 5 3
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 3
DEATH INVESTIGATIONS 3 1 4 1 3 2 1 5 2
DISABLED MOTOR VEHICLES 195 126 98 45 59 65 66 51 43 37 53 33
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 14 15 14 15 19 28 18 21 13 20 12 7
DISTURBANCE 1 3 6 9 5 5 7 9 4 9 4 2
DOMESTIC DISPUTE 12 5 9 5 10 10 15 18 11 13 9 4
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 9 9 2 9 8 7 5 12 8 7 13
FELONIOUS ASSAULT 2 1 2 1 2
FIREWORKS 4 19 2 2 1

FORGERY 1 1 1

FRAUD 13 18 13 15 4 6 11 10 12 10 11 12
HARASSMENT 9 19 11 18 15 10 7 18 7 10 16 7
HOMICIDE 1 1
JUVENILE COMPLAINT 9 8 10 13 12 8 10 5 14 8 11 8
KIDNAPPING 0

LIMB DOWN 1 1 2 4 1 1 2 5 1 11 2
LINE DOWN 2 2 1 5 1 1 3 6 3 3 8 1
LIQUOR LAW VIOLATIONS 2 3 1 5 8 3 1 2 1 1 2
LITTERING 2 3 2 16 1 4 5 3 2 1 2
LOUD MUSIC 2 1 2 4 3 8 3 5 2 1 1
MENACING 4 4 2 2 5 6 1 4 4 2 2
MENTAL 1 3 4 2 5 4 1 5 2 1

TOTAL

184
621
275

46
622
298

18

41

47
68
15
92

56
13
22
871
196
64
121
94
14
30

135
147

116

31
36
29
30
35
37
28



PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS

Calls for Service

MESSAGE DELIVERY
MISSING PERSON
NARCOTICS COMPLAINT
OPEN DOOR/WINDOW
ovi

PARKING COMPLAINT
RAILROAD COMPLAINT
RAPE

RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY
RECOVERED PROPERTY
ROBBERY

SCHOOL WALK THRU
SERVICE OF COURT ORDER
SERVICE OF WARRANT
SEX OFFENDER REGISTRA-
TION

SEX OFFENSE

SUICIDAL SUBIJECT
SUSPICIOUS PERSON/VEHICLE
THEFT

THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE
TRAFFIC COMPLAINT
TRAFFIC CRASH-HIT SKIP
TRAFFIC CRASH-INJURY
TRAFFIC CRASH-NON INJURY
TRAFFIC CRASH-PRIVATE
PROPERTY

TRAFFIC STOP
TRANSPORT

TRESPASSING

TROUBLE WITH SUBJECT
VANDALISM

WARRANT ATTEMPTS
WEAPONS OFFENSE
WELFARE CHECK

Total

Information

Miscellaneous

SQUAD RUN/EMS (all fire
depts)

FIRE CALLS

COMBINED TOTALS

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG
37 21 38 39 29 31 28 51
1 4 2 3 4 3 2
6 14 12 15 13 6 10 16
3 2 1 3 1 1 5 3
8 9 5 6 9 4 13
3 1 5 6 3
1 1 6 4 22 8 33
1

1 1
1 2 2 3 2 4 7 9
1
14 14 14 20 17 10 10 14
7 8 6 5 10 9 14 6
34 77 68 67 65 96 74 94
35 24 31 24 29 30 33 25
3 5 3 3 5 4 3
5 1 2 3 7 4 4 3
56 38 42 45 64 81 72 52
15 23 29 30 25 33 28 46
2 1 2 1 2
69 47 60 73 90 107 88 82

3 2 2 1 3 3
18 10 5 13 18 7 10
62 44 36 16 23 31 25 18
14 9 8 4 5 11 14 17
227 329 593 519 752 406 471 509
5 5 12 15 8 7 8 17
14 4 3 13 4 6 6 12
15 11 16 9 32 26 28 33
9 5 9 11 13 23 15 14
22 17 13 21 101 101 102
2 3 2 9 8 5 4 6
18 16 21 13 24 14 28 20
1159 1131 1417 1336 1664 1526 1472 1576
7 7 7 11 5 1 6 6
7 3 6 4 3 4 3 1

17
737 669 707 714 743 793 773 749
123 92 80 147 129 142 181 128
2033 1902 2217 2212 2544 2466 2435

SEP OCT
49 35
1
9 13
5 2
9 4
1 1
29 39
1
1
4
16 15
24 21
100 86
38 29
3 2
3 3
71 81
33 28
1 1
82 72
2
8 12
35 33
13 10
337 313
18 15
5 8
24 29
6 5
94 83
5 5
16 32
1384 1316
4 5
5 6
756 711
131 133

2460 2280 2171

NOV DEC
30 26
3
8 11
4 3
10 7
1 3
31 12
2
14 10
26 6
84 87
33 29
4
5 1
57 57
32 29
0 1
53 56
2 2
17 6
65 44
10 1
302 268
11 7
4 6
12 18
17 8
74 81
2 2
14 23
1293 1114
4 7
3 3
727 777
152 100
2179 2001

TOTAL

414
23
133
33
92
24
195

50

168
142
932

360
40
41

716

351
11

879
20

132

432

116
5026
128
85
253
135
715
53

239
16388
70

48

8856
1538
26900



JAIL DIVISION OVERVIEW

Lieutenant Thomas “Casey” Proy is the Erie County Jail Administrator and he over-
saw the operation of the Erie County Jail in 2014. He was responsible for the opera-
tion of the only jail facility in Erie County. In addition to the Jail Administrator, the jail is
staffed by twenty five full-time, and a number of part-time, Corrections Officers.

Prisoner meals are provided under contract by the Aramark Corporation, and that com-
pany operates the jail’s in-house kitchen. Based upon an average daily jail census of
133 prisoners during 2014, a total of 145,635 meals were served. The average cost
of each meal is $1.25.

Jail nursing services are provided every day by contract with the Erie County Health
Department, and jail physician services are provided by contract with Northern Ohio
Medical Specialists (NOMS).

The operation of the Erie County Jail received satisfactory reviews by the members of
the Erie County Grand Jury, who routinely inspect the jail as part of their statutory duty.
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JAIL DIVISION STATISTICS
2014 BOOKINGS AND RELEASES

MONTH BOOKING RELEASES
JANUARY 261 269
FEBRUARY 297 278
MARCH 306 320
APRIL 306 301
MAY 362 324
JUNE 390 396
JULY 372 371
AUGUST 375 381
SEPTEMBER 363 337
OCTOBER 342 346
NOVEMBER 314 320
DECEMBER 248 287
TOTALS 3936 3930
AVERAGE 328 328
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JAIL DIVISION STATISTICS

BOOKINGS BY YEAR
2000 3928
2001 4272
2002 4422
2003 4148
2004 4519
2005 4494
2006 4277
2007 4603
2008 4428
2009 4285
2010 3870
2011 3888
2012 3682
2013 4567
2014 3936
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JAIL DIVISION STATISTICS
AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION

2000 105
2001 123
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2004 93
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CIVIL DIVISION OVERVIEW

Administrative Captain Steve Westcott supervises the Civil Division of your
Sheriff's Office. He is a former Perkins Township Police Department patrol officer and
sergeant, a former Erie County Common Pleas Court adult probation officer, a former
employee of the Erie County Auditor's Office, and began his employment with the
Sheriff’s Office as the Assistant Jail Administrator in January 2001.

The Civil Division is responsible for all civil, fiscal, payroll, personnel, records,
sex offender registration, concealed handgun license, background check, and grant
reporting duties of your Sheriff's Office. During 2014, Captain Westcott supervised
three full-time secretaries, one Deputy Sheriff, one part-time secretary, and one clerk.
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FiscAL./ CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
LICENSE ISSUANCE BY YEAR

In April of 2004 Ohio’s Concealed Carry Law became effective.
In the nine months of 2004 that Ohioans could carry concealed
handguns, the Erie County Sheriff's office issued 508 licenses.
The graph below illustrates the number of licenses issued since
the 2004 Concealed Carry Law became effective.

2004 508
2005 208
2006 226
2007 226
2008 893
2009 1058
2010 839
2011 659
2012 1421
2013 3418
2014 1767
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
SEX OFFENDERS

The Ohio Legislature enacted Ohio Revised Code Chapter 2950, the Sex Offender
Registration law, in 1997 known as Megan's Law. This law requires persons convicted
of specified crimes and has designated them as a Sexual Predator, Habitual Sex Of-
fender or Sexually Oriented Offender, to register with the Sheriff of the county in which
they will reside. This registration procedure takes place upon release from a term of
imprisonment or, if not imprisoned, then upon moving into a county after conviction.

Starting in January 1, 2008 the Adam Walsh Act was implemented in Ohio. It
changed the structure of how the offenders were classified. The Tier System was im-
plemented with Tier | Offenders being the least serious class and Tier Il Offenders be-
ing the most serious class. Community notifications are performed on Tier Ill Offenders
that had notifications performed under the old law.

In June of 2010 the Ohio Supreme Court ruled in State v Bodyke that the Ohio Attor-
ney General had no authority to reclassify Sex Offenders who had already had a Judi-
cial Hearing under Megan's Law. As such, all Megan's Law classified Sex Offenders
were changed back to their original classification.

In 2014 a total of 12 Sexually Oriented Offenders were removed from the registry af-
ter their registration requirements expired. Also in 2014 a total of $400.00 in registra-
tion fees were collected, 360 registrations were performed, and 196 follow up investi-
gations were performed with 7 arrests being made.
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
SEX OFFENDERS

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Sexual Predators 2 5 5 6 7 7 10 12 10 12 9
Habitual Sex Offender 10 11 7 8 7 11 20 21 19 14 12
Sexually Oriented Offenders 87 109 93 96 114 123 112 111 90 71 58
Tier | Offenders 46 54 23 30 15 19 22
Tier Il Offenders 82 93 20 24 13 17 20
Tier Il Offenders 59 65 6 8 10 5 8
TOTALS 99 125 105 110 128 141 187 212 191 206 154 138 129

25



FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
CIVIL WRITS RECEIVED 2014

JANUARY 469
FEBRUARY 373
MARCH 409
APRIL 482
MAY 482
JUNE 446
JuLy 581
AUGUST 442
SEPTEMBER 469
OCTOBER 451
NOVEMBER 363
DECEMBER 378
Total 5345
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
SHERIFF SALES RECEIVED 2014
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS

SHERIFF SALES BY YEAR
2001 133
2002 127
2003 201
2004 187
2005 337
2006 312
2007 429
2008 424
2009 365
2010 532
2011 409
2012 409
2013 417
2014 351

600

500

400

300

200

100 -

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

28



FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS

FEES CHARGED IN DOLLARS 2014

ECCPC ECJC ECM OTHER

JANUARY $3,740.00 $2,080.00 $306.00 $822.90
FEBRUARY $2,464.00 $1,576.00 $488.00 $810.25
MARCH $2,104.00 $2.,264.00 $903.00 $782.86
APRIL $2,259.00 $4,475.00 $546.00 $728.45
MAY $2,285.00 $3,015.00 $960.00 $848.43
JUNE $1,202.00 $3,768.00 $387.00 $536.41
JuLy $2,452.00 $4,189.00 $818.00 $769.43
AUGUST $2,525.00 $2,748.00 $626.00 $884.96
SEPTEMBER $2,402.00 $2.867.00 $503.00 $1,159.33
OCTOBER $2,467.49 $2,830.00 $659.00 $1,294.29
NOVEMBER $2,120.00 $2,270.00 $355.00 $381.45
DECEMBER $2,079.00 $2,507.00 $595.00 $830.88
TOTALS $28,099.49 $34,589.00 $7,146.00 $9,849.64
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Erie County Sheriff’s Office

2800 Columbus Avenue

Sandusky, Ohio 44870

Voice 419-625-7951

FAX 419-627-7547

Toll Free 888-399-6065

Website http://www.eriecounty.oh.gov/sheriff/
E-mail sheriff(@eriecounty.oh.gov
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