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ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

PAUL A. SIGSWORTH 2800 Columbus Avenue
SHERIFF Sandusky, Ohio 44870
Ph: (419) 625-7951

Fax: (419) 627-7547

E-mail: sheriff@eriecounty.oh.gov

To the citizens of Erie County:

Respectfully submitted for your review is the annual report for your Erie County Sheriff’s Office for calen-
dar year 2013. This report covers in detail the activity generated as we carried out our varied statutory
and public service duties and responsibilities throughout the year.

Your Sheriff's Office consists of three divisions: the Patrol Division, comprised of Patrol Deputy Sheriffs,
Detectives, and Communications Officers; the Jail Division; and the Civil Division.

A brief review of the information contained in this report reveals the following interesting statistics for
each division of the Sheriff's Office for 2013:

o We received 22,112 classified calls for service, an increase of 27% from 2012. Major index
crimes (homicides, rapes, robberies, felonious assaults, burglaries, and breaking and entering)
increases 4% from 2012.

e Law enforcement efforts resulted in sworn personnel serving 816 arrest warrants and making
1,239 criminal arrests. Our traffic enforcement efforts resulted in 105 impaired driving arrests
and the issuance of 1,829 traffic citations. We also investigated 811 traffic crashes. Our de-
tectives opened 390 investigative case files and closed 224 investigations during the year.

e The Patrol Division was without Deputy Trevor Harlow the entire year while he was deployed
with the United States Army in Afghanistan. Deputy Harlow returned home safely in early 2014
and is back on duty. We thank Deputy Harlow for his dedicated service to our country.

o Communications officers received a total of 37,626 calls through the 911 system.

o The efforts of the Civil Division resulted in the service of 4770 writs (subpoenas, protection or-
ders, and other forms of civil process directed to the Sheriff for service) and the sale of 417
properties through court-ordered Sheriff's Sales. The Civil Division also coordinates sex of-
fender registrations and the issuance of concealed handgun licenses. We registered 689 sex
offenders and issued 3418 concealed handgun licenses during 2013. Since 2002, the number
of sex offenders registered by the Sheriff's Office has increased over 28% and the number of
concealed handgun licenses issued in 2013 showed an increase of 140% over 2012.

e Corrections Officers booked a total of 4567 arrestees in the county jail. The average daily jail
population was 131 inmates.



Other information of interest for 2013 for your Sheriff's Office includes the following:

Assistant Jail Administrator (AJA) Bob Robles, who had many years of experience in the
county jail as both a Corrections Officer and in administration, retired on June 29, 2013.

We continued to maintain Sheriff's Office substations in Margaretta, Groton, Oxford, Huron,
Milan, Berlin, Vermilion, and Florence Townships. The existence of these substations allows
for our Patrol Division Deputy Sheriffs to report directly to assigned areas of patrol throughout
the county at shift changes—rather than reporting to the Sheriff's Office as a group—greatly
reducing response times to calls for service and increasing our agency’s visibility and crime
prevention efforts throughout the rural areas of the county. These substations would not be
possible without the cooperative relationships that we continue to enjoy with the township trus-
tees in all of the townships throughout the county.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of educators in the Edison and Margaretta Lo-
cal Schools districts, Deputy Sheriff Chad Henderson continued to instruct the DARE program
to students in both districts.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of educators at the EHOVE Career Center,
Deputy Sheriff Nick Mazur continued to provide school resource law enforcement services at
the school throughout the academic year. This was the twelfth consecutive year for this pro-
gram.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of educators at Firelands College of Bowling
Green State University, Deputy Sheriffs Ed Wimmer and Mark Jacobs continued to provide
year-round primary law enforcement services throughout the campus. This collaborative pro-
gram has been in place for many years.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of educators at North Point Educational Ser-
vices Center (NPESC), Deputy Sheriff Keith Bodi continued to provide school resource law
enforcement services at NPESC'’s facility housed in the former Adams Junior High School in
Sandusky.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of Erie County Engineer Jack Farschman, Dep-
uty Sheriff Mark Paule continued to perform commercial motor vehicle weight enforcement
duties throughout Erie County.

Due to the continued cooperation and support of the Huron Township Trustees, we were con-
tracted to provide four Deputy Sheriffs and one Communications Officer to provide law en-
forcement services and supplemental dispatching services within Huron Township.

Through the Northern Border Initiative, we continued to receive grant funding from the Ohio
Department of Homeland Security allowing for marine patrols to be conducted on Lake Erie
along the Erie County/Canada border. A total of 38 marine patrols, lasting in total more than
1433 hours, were conducted with our grant funded 32-foot Boston Whaler marine patrol boat.
Staffing assistance for the marine patrol was received from the Sandusky and Huron Police
Departments.



e We continued to provide emergency public safety dispatching services to political subdivisions
throughout Erie County. Along with dispatching Sheriff's Office personnel and acting as a mes-
sage relay point for other county offices, we also dispatched the following agencies: Sandusky
Police and Fire Departments; Perkins Township Police and Fire Departments; Huron Police and
Fire Departments; Bay View Police and Fire Departments; Kelleys Island Police, Fire, and EMS
Departments; Erie Metroparks Rangers; and the Margaretta Township, Groton Township, and
Vermilion Township Fire Departments. The Sheriff's Dispatch Advisory Board, chaired by San-
dusky Fire Department Chief Paul Ricci and comprised of the chiefs of the agencies that we dis-
patch for, continued to work toward administrative and operational issues pertinent to the dis-
patch operation.

e We provided requested back-up assistance to law enforcement agencies throughout the county
on numerous occasions. We also continued to host monthly meetings of police chiefs through-
out the county, along with attendees representing law enforcement agencies from various local,
state, and/or federal agencies. These meetings allow for direct communication and information
sharing between these law enforcement professionals.

o We continued to work cooperatively with the members of the Erie County Commission, the Erie
County Administrator, and all other state, county, and local officials in an effort to provide the
most effective and cost-efficient law enforcement services possible to our constituents through-
out the county.

In summary, while unique in many ways, 2013 was a typically busy year for your Sheriff's Office. While
statistics alone can be useful, they do not—and cannot—reflect the true devotion to public safety that
the staff members of your Sheriff's Office possess while performing their day-to-day duties under what
can only be described as, at best, difficult conditions. Whether the individual is a Communications Offi-
cer, a Corrections Officer, or a Deputy Sheriff, our personnel strive to, on a daily basis, conduct them-
selves ethically, professionally, and in a dignified fashion, regardless of the situation that may occur.
They are the most valuable asset that we have.

Finally, we wish to thank you, the citizens of Erie County. We thank you for your ongoing support of our
agency, both through your tax dollars and your conduct. We thank you for your patience with us when
we make a simple human error. We know that the vast majority of you are law-abiding and peaceful
individuals who support our efforts to serve and protect you and who realize the trying situations that we
face. We are deeply grateful for that support, and we will continue to work diligently every day to con-
tinue to earn and maintain your support and respect.

On behalf of the entire staff of your Erie County Sheriff's Office, | remain,

Respectfully,

lit d At

Paul A. Sigsworth
Sheriff
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PATROL DIVISION OVERVIEW

Chief Deputy Jared L. Oliver supervises the Patrol Division of your Sheriff's Office. He
has a number of years experience with the agency, having served as a Corrections Of-
ficer, Patrol Division Deputy, and Detective, Detective Sergeant, and Detective Lieu-
tenant. He graduated from the 242" Session of the FBI National Academy in 2011,
and was promoted to Chief Deputy Sheriff on June 1, 2012.

Chief Deputy Oliver is the second-in-command of your Sheriff's Office. In the event
that Sheriff Sigsworth is absent or unavailable, Chief Deputy Oliver commands the en-
tire agency.

The Patrol Division is composed of Patrol Deputy Sheriffs, Detectives, and Dispatch-
ers.

During 2013 Patrol Deputy Sheriffs totaled thirty one in number, exclusive of contract
positions and three deputies assigned to the Detective Bureau.

Also during 2012, your Sheriff’'s Office provided four Patrol Deputy Sheriffs at the Erie
County Courthouse to provide security for Common Pleas Court personnel in the court-
rooms and throughout the building. Those deputies also conducted prisoner trans-
ports between the Courthouse and the county jail, and between other facilities through-
out the state and the county jail, and provided security and supervision for those trans-
ported prisoners.



PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
WARRANTS SERVED BY YEAR

2001 816
2002 710
2003 681
2004 812
2005 859
2006 955
2007 1330
2008 1145
2009 930
2010 871
2011 974
2012 867
2013 816
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
CLASSIFIED COMPLAINT CALLS 2013

JANUARY 1898

FEBRUARY 1590

MARCH 1762
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JUNE 2085

JuLy 2064

AUGUST 2000
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DECEMBER 1437
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
CLASSIFIED COMPLAINT CALLS BY YEAR

1996 10440
1997 10668
1998 10734
1999 9699
2000 10239
2001 11166
2002 13413
2003 13328
2004 13663
2005 15837
2006 17410
2007 15865
2008 16019
2009 14788
2010 14503
2011 16173
2012 19657

2013 22112
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS

CLASSIFIED COMPLAINT CALLS
BY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION 2013

HURON 4531
SANDUSKY 3208
VERMILION 2627
MARGARETTA 2597
PERKINS 2058
MILAN 2040
BERLIN 1369
ECSO 1198
GROTON 1089
FLORENCE 7606
OXFORD 392
BAY VIEW 220
KELLEYS ISLAND 17
TOTALS 22112
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
ARRESTS BY MONTH 2013

JANUARY 111
FEBRUARY 107
MARCH 123
APRIL 102
MAY 123
JUNE 118
JULY 106
AUGUST 100
SEPTEMBER 84
OCTOBER 96
NOVEMBER 87
DECEMBER 82
TOTAL 1239
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
TRAFFIC CITATIONS ISSUED 2013

JANUARY 116
FEBRUARY 144
MARCH 120
APRIL 152
MAY 182
JUNE 149
JULY 175
AUGUST 168
SEPTEMBER 160
OCTOBER 192
NOVEMBER 127
DECEMBER 144
TOTAL 1829
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
TRAFFIC CRASHES By MONTH 2013

NON INJURY INJURY HIT SKIP PRIVATE
JANUARY 33 10 3 7
FEBRUARY 63 12 2 4
MARCH 35 42 2 8
APRIL 24 13 3 8
MAY 29 6 5 6
JUNE 40 18 2 8
JULY 56 12 4 12
AUGUST 34 14 1 8
SEPTEMBER 33 9 0 8
OCTOBER 60 13 1 9
NOVEMBER 49 12 1 5
DECEMBER 65 10 3 8
TOTALS 522 171 27 91
Grand Total 811
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PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS
COMPLAINT CLASSIFICATIONS BY YEAR

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION BY YEAR

HOMICIDE
RAPE

ROBBERY

FEL ASSAULT

BURGLARY

BREAKING & ENTERING
LARCENY/THEFT

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
UNAUTHORIZED USE MOTOR VEH
ARSON

THREATS & HARASSMENT
SIMPLE ASSAULTS

FORGERY

FRAUD/PASSING BAD CHECKS
EMBEZZLEMENT

RECEIVING STOLEN PROP
VANDALISM

WEAPONS OFFENSE

SEX OFFENSE

SEX OFFENDER REGISTRATION
DRUG OFFENSE

GAMBLING

DOMESTIC DISPUTE
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

UNRULY JUVENILE

CHILD ABUSE

CHILD ENDANGERING

ovi

LIQUOR VIOLATION
CONSUMING UNDERAGE
DISORDERLY CONDUCT
ANIMAL COMPLAINT

DOG BITE
TELECOMMUNICATION HARASS
OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC
RIOT

BOMB THREAT

NUISANCE COMPLAINT
SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE/PERSON
HUNTING COMPLAINT
PROWLER

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
0 1 2 1 2 1 0

2 3 3 8 3 1 3

1 5 2 2 2 1 2
12 18 13 7 14 17 19
99 107 97 62 92 82 93
65 74 76 84 86 59 52
331 409 403 353 368 414 386
17 39 19 16 8 19 16
4 10 5 0 1 1 2

4 1 3 1 1 0 1
107 91 74 68 70 102 120
68 69 62 50 70 75 58
6 4 3 5 7 10 2
56 75 72 95 91 117 157

1 2 2 0 0 0 0

4 4 2 2 8 1 1
267 278 197 175 189 239 336
7 13 18 11 23 33 58
20 21 33 16 31 23 23
364 716 736 602 426 384 689
119 102 91 81 132 252 116
0 0 0 1 0 0 0
247 233 247 260 232 172 271
64 75 60 79 85 100 69
96 79 85 75 84 89 143
0 0 0 0 0 0 3

7 7 14 2 8 13 17
112 125 94 36 124 118 105
11 22 9 18 18 27 24
44 44 46 24 22 15 11
188 221 228 260 216 368 189
476 392 365 434 385 372 435
5 10 5 7 7 6 6
153 180 125 174 184 169 167
8 5 11 3 2 16 25

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 0 0 0 0 0 0

9 15 1 0 0 0 0 3
745 661 567 549 661 717 840
9 5 4 5 3 7 19
35 50 38 32 35 17 8



PATROL DIVISION STATISTICS

TRESPASSER

ATV/SNOWMOBLE/DIRTBIKE COMP
LOUD MUSIC/NOISE COMPLAINT
FIREWORKS

BURNING COMPLAINT
LITTERING COMPLAINT
ABDUCTION/UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT
MISSING PERSON

DEATH INVESTIGATION

SUICIDE /ATTEMPT INCLUDED
NON-INJURY ACCIDENT

INJURY ACCIDENT

HIT SKIP ACCIDENT

PRIVATE PROP ACCIDENT
TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS/ENFORCE
DISABLED VEHICLES

ROAD OBSTRUCTION

TRAFFIC DETAILS

PARKING COMPLAINTS

COURT ORDERD ACTION
IMMOBILIZATION
LOST,FOUND,RECOVER PROP
ASSIST LAW ENFORCEMENT
ASSIST WITH ACCIDENT
ASSISTANCE TO PUBLIC
EMS/FIRE CALL

ASSIST EMS

ASSIST FIRE DEPT

BLOCKED TRAIN CROSSINGS
MESSAGE DELIVERY

WELFARE CHECK

911 HANG UP-DEP/DISP CHECK
VEHICLE LOCKOUT
COMMERCAL/RESIDENTAL ALARM
OPEN WINDOW/DOOR

MENTAL SUBJECT/TRANSPORTS
ASSIST CHILDREN SERVICES
ESCAPE

FALSIFICATION

BIOHAZARD

TERRORIST THREAT

JUVENILE TOBACCO

CANINE ACTIVITY

WARRANT ATTEMPTS
TRANSPORTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
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JAIL DIVISION OVERVIEW

Captain Todd Dempsey is the Erie County Jail Administrator and oversaw the opera-
tion of the Erie County Jail in 2013. He was responsible for the operation of the only
jail facility in Erie County. In addition to the Jail Administrators, the jail is staffed by
twenty five full-time, and a number of part-time, Corrections Officers.

Prisoner meals are provided under contract by the Aramark Corporation, and that com-
pany operates the jail’s in-house kitchen. Based upon an average daily jail census of
131 prisoners during 2013, a total of 143,445 meals were served. The average cost
of each meal is $1.25.

Jail nursing services are provided every day by contract with the Erie County Health
Department, and jail physician services are provided by contract with Northern Ohio
Medical Specialists (NOMS).

The operation of the Erie County Jail received satisfactory reviews by the members of
the Erie County Grand Jury, who routinely inspect the jail as part of their statutory duty.
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JAIL DIVISION STATISTICS
2013 BOOKINGS AND RELEASES

MONTH BOOKING RELEASES
JANUARY 358 350
FEBRUARY 344 334
MARCH 457 448
APRIL 335 328
MAY 362 378
JUNE 373 405
JuLy 389 469
AUGUST 380 458
SEPTEMBER 370 466
OCTOBER 361 492
NOVEMBER 575 630
DECEMBER 263 356
TOTALS 4567 5114
AVERAGE 380 426
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JAIL DIVISION STATISTICS

BOOKINGS BY YEAR
2000 3928
2001 4272
2002 4422
2003 4148
2004 4519
2005 4494
2006 4277
2007 4603
2008 4428
2009 4285
2010 3870
2011 3888
2012 3682
2013 4567
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JAIL DIVISION STATISTICS
AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION

2000 105
2001 123
2002 136
2003 102
2004 93
2005 96
2006 93
2007 o8
2008 121
2009 114
2010 106
2011 111
2012 123
2013 131

State Limit 106

Average Population 131
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CIVIL DIVISION OVERVIEW

Administrative Captain Steve Westcott supervises the Civil Division of your
Sheriff's Office. He is a former Perkins Township Police Department patrol officer and
sergeant, a former Erie County Common Pleas Court adult probation officer, a former
employee of the Erie County Auditor's Office, and began his employment with the
Sheriff’s Office as the Assistant Jail Administrator.

The Civil Division is responsible for all civil, fiscal, payroll, personnel, records,
sex offender registration, concealed handgun license, background check, and grant
reporting duties of your Sheriff's Office. During 2013, Captain Westcott supervised
three full-time secretaries, one Deputy Sheriff, one part-time secretary, and one clerk.
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FiscAL./ CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
LICENSE ISSUANCE BY YEAR

In April of 2004 Ohio’s Concealed Carry Law became effective.
In the nine months of 2004 that Ohioans could carry concealed
handguns, the Erie County Sheriff's office issued 508 licenses.
The graph below illustrates the number of licenses issued since
the 2004 Concealed Carry Law became effective.

2004 508
2005 208
2006 226
2007 226
2008 893
2009 1058
2010 839
2011 659
2012 1421
2013 3418
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
SEX OFFENDERS

The Ohio Legislature enacted Ohio Revised Code Chapter 2950, the Sex Offender
Registration law, in 1997 known as Megan's Law. This law requires persons convicted
of specified crimes and has designated them as a Sexual Predator, Habitual Sex Of-
fender or Sexually Oriented Offender, to register with the Sheriff of the county in which
they will reside. This registration procedure takes place upon release from a term of
imprisonment or, if not imprisoned, then upon moving into a county after conviction.

Starting in January 1, 2008 the Adam Walsh Act was implemented in Ohio. It
changed the structure of how the offenders were classified. The Tier System was im-
plemented with Tier | Offenders being the least serious class and Tier Il Offenders be-
ing the most serious class. Community notifications are performed on Tier Ill Offenders
that had notifications performed under the old law.

In June of 2010 the Ohio Supreme Court ruled in State v Bodyke that the Ohio Attor-
ney General had no authority to reclassify Sex Offenders who had already had a Judi-
cial Hearing under Megan's Law. As such, all Megan's Law classified Sex Offenders
were changed back to their original classification.

In 2013 a total of 2 Sexually Oriented Offenders were removed from the registry after
their registration requirements expired. Also in 2013 a total of $400.00 in registration
fees were collected, 689 registrations were performed, and 428 follow up investiga-
tions were performed with 14 arrests being made.
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
SEX OFFENDERS

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Sexual
Preda-
tors 2 5 5 6 7 7 10 12 10 12

Habit-

ual Sex

Of-

fender 10 11 7 8 7 11 20 21 19 14

Sexu-

ally Ori-

ented

Offend-

ers 87 109 93 96 114 123 112 111 90 71

Tier |
Offend-
ers 46 54 23 30 15 19

Tier Il
Offend-
ers 82 93 20 24 13 17

Tier I
Offend-
ers 59 65 6 8 10 5

TOTALS 99 125 105 110 128 141 187 212 191 206 154 138
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
CIVIL WRITS RECEIVED 2013

JANUARY 455
FEBRUARY 331
MARCH 362
APRIL 319
MAY 411
JUNE 486
JuLy 470
AUGUST A34
SEPTEMBER 442
OCTOBER 444
NOVEMBER 289
DECEMBER 327
Total 4770
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS
SHERIFF SALES RECEIVED 2013

JANUARY 39
FEBRUARY 33
MARCH 28
APRIL 10
MAY 59
JUNE 32
JULY 28
AUGUST 41
SEPTEMBER 57
OCTOBER 22
NOVEMBER 25
DECEMBER 35
TOTALS 417
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS

SHERIFF SALES BY YEAR
2001 133
2002 127
2003 201
2004 187
2005 337
2006 312
2007 429
2008 424
2009 365
2010 532
2011 409
2012 409
2013 417
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FiscAL/CIVIL DIVISION STATISTICS

FEES CHARGED IN DOLLARS 2013

ECCPC ECJ ECM OTHER

JANUARY $3,979.00 $3,342.00 $1,334.00 $789.94
FEBRUARY $2,583.00 $1,909.00 $809.00 $872.66
MARCH $2,774.00 $2,255.00 $420.00 $864.14
APRIL $2,710.00 $1,490.00 $413.00 $1,079.44
MAY $3,424.00 $2,576.00 $513.00 $845.20
JUNE $3,047.00 $3,865.00 $706.00 $684.68
JuLy $3,398.00 $2,718.00 $1,222.00 $835.04
AUGUST $3,291.00 $2,114.00 $906.00 $1,247.96
SEPTEMBER $2,771.00 $3,076.00 $664.00 $384.06
OCTOBER $3,258.00 $2,778.00 $814.00 $845.74
NOVEMBER $1,642.00 $1,933.00 $573.00 $941.90
DECEMBER $2,466.00 $1,670.00 $464.00 $710.06
TOTALS $35,343.00 $29,726.00 $8,838.00 $10,100.82
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Erie County Sheriff’s Office

2800 Columbus Avenue

Sandusky, Ohio 44870

Voice 419-625-7951

FAX 419-627-7547

Toll Free 888-399-6065

Website http://www.eriecounty.oh.gov/sheriff/
E-mail sheriff(@eriecounty.oh.gov
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