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Message to the Community 

Once again, the Erie County community can read about programmatic and fiscal details 

pertaining to the Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center in this 

2013 Annual Report to the Community. 

 

This year, our report is structured to provide assurance to our communities that we are 

providing a system of care in an efficient manner, which yields the outcomes you expect of 

your Health Department/Community Health Center. 

 

The addition of our new Dental Clinic helps to focus on the needs we have in our area.  

Likewise, other health department/community health center programs are constantly refined 

and redefined to provide the best results possible … in our effort to attain the mission 

statements while providing an opportunity for all to increase their own quality of life. 

 

The 2013 Community Health Assessment showcased data that we will use alone, or combined 

with past data, to develop policy that strengthens our safety net services. 

 

The six primary divisions of the Erie County Health Department along with the Erie County 

Community Health Center work in tandem in a patient-centered medical home model, relying 

on internal referrals for care and comprehensive service delivery. 

 

Thank you to our citizens for your continued support and we look forward to positively 

impacting the health of Erie County! 

 

Yours in Good Health! 

 

Peter T. Schade, MPH, RS 

Health Commissioner 
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ERIE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  

BOARD OF HEALTH  

 

Board of Health Members 
Mrs. Linda Miller-Moore, President 
Mr. George Steinemann, President Pro-Tem 
Dr. Dina C. Bauer 
Mr. Richard Bulan 
Dr. Marsha D. Cooper 
Mrs. Thelma Darden 
Ms. Dawn DeMuth 
Mr. Darwitt Garrett 
Mr. Larry Holkenborg 
Mr. George L. Mylander 
Mrs. Nancy Thornhill 
 

Board of Health meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each 

month, at 6:00 PM in the Erie County Health Department Board 

Room. 

ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER  

Erie County Community Health Center Board 
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Mr. Timothy Horgan, MPH, President 

Mrs. Melissa Hacker, Vice President 

Ms. Flora Irby 

Mr. Robert Carter 

Mr. Randall A. Smith 

Mrs. Shirley Langdon 

Mrs. Frankie Byrd 

Mrs. Brandy Bennett 

Mrs. Marva Jackson 

Ms. Chris Ferguson 

 

Erie County Community Health Center Board meetings are held 

on the second Monday of each month, at 5:00 PM in the Erie 

County Health Department Board Room. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Hours of Operation 
Monday – Friday  8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Thursday   8:00 am – 8:00 pm 

 
419-626-5623 |  www.erieocohealthohio.org 

 
Service Numbers                              419-626-5623… 
 
Primary Care and Clinic Services Scheduling  ext. 174 
Public Health Outreach Clinics    ext. 174 
Epidemiology and Surveillance    ext. 141 
Immunizations      ext. 174 
Nurse Line       ext. 142 
WIC        ext. 137 
Dental  Clinic       ext. 218 
Environmental Health     ext. 115 
Construction Services/Plumbing    ext. 206  
 

 
Erie County Health Department Administrative Staff 419-626-5623  
 
Peter T. Schade, MPH, RS  Health Commissioner    ext. 112 
     Cell Phone                                                 419-656-2796 
Robert England, MSOH, RS Director of Environmental Health Services ext. 102 
Janet Mesenburg, RN  Director of Public Health Nursing Services ext. 138 
Sharon Schaeffer, MPH, RN Director of Community Health Services  ext. 185 
Joseph Palmucci, CFO  Director of Administrative Services  ext. 116 
Scott Thom, CBO   Director of Construction Program Services ext. 206 
Shari Greene, RN   Director of Primary Care & Clinical Services      ext. 132 
 
 
Municipalities Served: 
 
Three cities:   Sandusky, Huron, Vermilion 
Five Villages:  Berlin Heights, Castalia, Bay View, Milan, Kelleys Island 
Nine Townships:  Margaretta, Groton, Oxford, Perkins, Huron, Vermilion, Milan, Berlin, 

Florence
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THE 10 ESSENTIAL PUBLIC HEALTH 

SERVICES AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

ACCREDITATION  

The 10 Essential Public Health Services were identified by the Centers for Disease Control as part of 

their National Public Health Performance Standards.  The 10 Essential Public Health services are 

considered to be the activities that a public health agency must undertake in order to fully serve and 

support their community’s needs.   

Public Health Accreditation was developed to improve service, value, and accountability to 

stakeholders. Public Health Accreditation is based on a set of standards, and is a system used for 

measuring health department attainment and performance against those standards.  Accreditation is a 

method for rewarding the health departments who meet the standards.  The standards used for 

accreditation are comprised of the 10 Essential Public Health Services. Accreditation documents the 

ability of the health department to provide the services, and the assurance to the community that the 

essential services will be provided.   

 

 

The Erie County Health Department has been providing and facilitating the 10 Essential Services for 

Erie County for many years and the process of pursuing accreditation through the Public Health 

Accreditation Board (PHAB) was formally initiated in 2013.  The pursuit of accreditation will further 

encourage and stimulate continuous quality and performance improvements within the health 

department. It will also provide for greater accountability and transparency to our stakeholders. 
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This annual report is comprised of reports from all of the program areas that constitute the health 

department.  The reports will highlight the services provided by those program areas.  Although all 

program areas go above and beyond, many of these services directly support the 10 Essential Services 

listed below. The health department performs these services in many ways and through many different 

program areas.  Look for the essential services to be highlighted throughout this report! 

 

1. Monitor health status to 

identify and solve community health problems. 

2. Diagnose and 

investigate health problems and health hazards in the community. 

3. Inform, educate, and 

empower people about health issues. 

4. Mobilize community 

partnerships and action to identify and solve health problems. 

5. Develop policies and 

plans that support individual and community health efforts. 

6. Enforce laws and 

regulations that protect health and ensure safety. 

7. Link people to needed 

personal health services and assure the provision of health care when otherwise 

unavailable. 

8. Assure competent public 

and personal health care workforce. 

9. Evaluate effectiveness, 

accessibility, and quality of personal and population-based health services. 

10. Research for new insights 

and innovative solutions to health problems. 
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ERIE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

2013 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Revenue and Expenses 

The table below reflects the revenue and expenses of the Erie County General Health District for the 

fiscal year beginning on January 1, 2013. 

REVENUE  EXPENSES 

Levies (2/10, 3/10, 5/10) 2,162,090.72 35.77%  Salaries, Benefits 3,977,934.15 59.08% 
Grants 1,311,816.75 21.71%  Contractual Services 1,272,910.64 18.90% 
Contracts 717,404.16 11.87%  Supplies 324,668.42 4.82% 
Medicaid 662,930.12 10.97%  Equipment 299,170.64 4.44% 
Permits, Licenses 512,839.60 8.49%  State Fees 226,150.75 3.36% 
Program Fees 253,638.82 4.20%  Maintenance 213,729.00 3.17% 
Vital Statistics 194,098.42 3.21%  Lab Fees & Medications 148,091.15 2.20% 
Private Insurance 161,663.03 2.67%  Travel & Training 129,724.58 1.93% 
Medicare 29,708.59 0.49%  Communications 93,948.91 1.40% 
State Subsidy 15,558.95 0.26%  Other Expense 46,980.59 0.70% 

Training Fees 14,168.00 0.23%   6,733,308.83 100.00% 

Other Income 7,908.12 0.13%     

 6,043,825.28 100.00%     

 

Special Note: New dental facility construction and equipment costs = $690,000.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tax levies total 35.77% of the Erie County Health 

Department revenue.  

Grant dollars total 21.71% of the Erie County Health 

Department revenue. 

The remaining revenue is derived from licenses, 

fees, and other receipts. 

The  0.2 mil levy, the 0.3 mil levy, and the 0.5 mil 

levy have been run as five year renewals. We want 

to thank our communities for their continued 

support toward our mission statement. 
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Did you know?... The community health assessment process provides the 

data for the Erie County Health Department to apply for grants that assist 

our community toward achieving an improved quality of life… 

Grants Update 

External funding opportunities through federal, state, regional, and local sources are pursued on a 
continual basis in order to support the Health Department’s activities related to the Ten Essential Public 
Health services provided to residents in our community. 
 
2013 Grants Summary 

 Applications submitted: 34 

 Grants awarded: 21 (62%)   

 Funding cancelled/delayed after application submitted: 2 

 Applications pending: 3 

 Applications denied: 8 (24%) 
 

 Dollars requested in all applications: $2,183,062 

 Dollars awarded: $1,163,178 (53%) 

 Dollars requested in cancelled/delayed applications: $56,400 

 Dollars requested in pending applications: $73,000 

 Dollars requested in denied applications: $884,372 (41%) 
 

 Federal applications: 2 (2 denied) 

 State applications: 18 (13 awarded, 2 denied, 1 canceled, 2 pending) 

 National organization applications: 4 (3 denied, 1 pending) 

 Regional applications: 2 (1 awarded, 1 canceled) 

 Local applications: 8 (7 awarded, 1 denied) 
 
 
Grant projects awarded funding in 2013 for activities occurring in 2013 and/or 2014 include the 
following: 
 

Title Amount Source Purpose 
Community Health 
Center Dental Clinic 

$1,100 Sandusky-Erie County 
Community Foundation 

Purchase dental room furnishings (stool, 
tray) for clinical operations 

Reproductive Health 
and Wellness 

$72,304 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Improve reproductive health and access 
to clinical services for clients 

Child and Family 
Health Services 

$62,880 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Conduct Community Health survey 
activities and related strategic planning, 
implement child nutrition programs 

Public Health 
Emergency 
Preparedness 

$89,306 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Develop and maintain strong public health 
emergency preparedness at the local level 

Public Health Intern $4,500 
value 

Sandusky-Erie County 
Community Foundation 
Community Links 

10-week paid summer intern program 
assisting the Environmental Health 
Division 

Safe Communities $33,590 Ohio Traffic Safety 
Office 

Join statewide partnership to reduce fatal 
motor vehicle crashes through impaired 
driving, seat belt, and motorcycle 
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awareness campaigns 

Sandusky Gardens, 
Wellness, & 2-1-1 
Programs 

$48,500 Sandusky Community 
Development Block 
Grant 

To maintain vegetable gardens in four 
neighborhoods; conduct walking, senior 
exercise, child nutrition, oral health 
awareness and child physical activity 
programs 

Beach Monitoring $24,000 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Assessment of water quality at bathing 
beaches in the county during swim 
season, along with public notification 

Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) 
Supplemental 
Nutrition 

$631,996 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Provide supplemental foods, nutrition 
education and breastfeeding support to 
eligible residents of Erie and Huron 
counties 

Indoor Radon $7,224 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Partner agency for radon awareness and 
outreach, radon testing, training, and 
support of radon-resistant new home 
construction techniques 

Public Health Agency 
Accreditation 

$1,200 Ohio Public Health 
Partnership 

To support staff activities in preparation 
for voluntary agency accreditation in 
meeting public health standards 

Minority Health Month $2,500 Ohio Commission on 
Minority Health 

To conduct events in April 2014 
addressing infant mortality 

Immunization Action 
Plan 

$28,656 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Conduct activities to increase infant 
immunization rates  

Injury Prevention $65,000 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Activities will focus on falls prevention 
among older adults through risk 
assessment, exercise-based 
interventions, and home modifications 

Mobile Dental Clinic $1,760 Mylander Foundation Purchase mobile dental equipment for the 
Erie County Mobile Health Vehicle to 
conduct screenings, treatments and 
education at community sites 

Dental Safety Net 
Technical Assistance 

$45,000 
value 

Safety Net Solutions Receive in-depth practice management 
support (operations, finances, quality) for 
Community Health Center’s Dental Clinic 

Children’s Dental 
Supplies    

$4,343 Wightman-Wieber 
Foundation 

Distribute oral health kits and purchase 
supplies to screen and educate children 
on board the Mobile Health Vehicle 

Special Population 
Emergency 
Preparedness 

$6,620 Hospital Council of 
Northwest Ohio 

Establish an electronic registry and 
educate family, caregivers of those with 
functional needs regarding emergency 
preparedness 

 
 
Grant proposals submitted in 2013 with results still pending include: 
 

Title Amount Source Purpose 
Dental Sealant 
Program 

$45,000 Ohio Department of 
Health 

Provide preventive dental sealant 
treatment to teeth of eligible school 
children, reducing cavities 

Healthy Smiles, 
Healthy Children 

$20,000 American Academy of 
Pediatric Dentistry 

Pre- and post-natal oral health education 
and service referrals to prevent early 
childhood cavities  

School Environmental 
Health Coordinator 

$8,000 Ohio Department of 
Health 

ECHD Registered Sanitarian will 
participate on statewide Advisory Panel to 
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develop guidelines for school inspection 
process  

 

 

AGENCY SERVICES  
Division of Administrative Services 

This division is charged with the financial planning and all details surrounding the fiscal management of 
the agency including billing, accounts receivable, accounts payable, purchasing, logistics, facilities 
management, work force training, vital statistics, payroll, and various departmental programs. 
 

• Vital Statistics 
The Vital Statistics Office in the Administrative Division maintains certificates for all birth and death 
events that have occurred in Erie County from 1908 through the present. 

 

• Child Fatality Review Board 
State law mandates that each county form a Child Fatality Review Board (CFRB) for the purpose of 
reviewing the deaths of children under 18 years of age. 

 

Division of Primary Care and Clinical Services…Please call 
419-626-5623 ext. 174 to make an appointment  

 Women’s Health Services 

 Family Planning Services 

 Breast and Cervical Cancer Program (BCCP) 

 Prenatal/Postpartum Care 

 Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) Clinic 

 HIV Testing 

 Child Lead Testing 

 Immunizations 

 Work and Sport Physicals 

 Seasonal flu vaccine clinics 

 Vaccines for Foreign Travel 

 Tuberculosis (TB) Testing 

 Fluoride Varnish for Child Dental Care 

 Family Practice and Primary Care 

 Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 

 Medicaid/Healthcare Marketplace Outreach and Enrollment Services  

Public Health Outreach Clinics 
The Erie County Health Department maintains 12 clinic sites throughout Erie County  

   Services provided, by appointment at all sites: 
 

- Infant Immunizations 
- Information and Referral Resource 
- Adolescent Immunizations 

- Adult Immunizations 
- Traveler Immunizations (advance 

notice) 

Making and keeping appointments 

helps to improve our efficiency and 

allows us to see as many patients as 

possible. Same day scheduling is 

available.  
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- Hemoglobin A1C 
- Blood Pressure Screening 
- Blood Lipid Profile 
- Blood Glucose 

- Child Lead Screening 
- Height/Weight/BMI 
- Health Referrals 
- Healthy Lifestyle and Safety Education 

 

Division of Public Health Nursing 

• School Nursing Services 
- Health Education 
- Safe School Environment 
- Nutrition and Physical Activity 
- Counseling/Mental Health 

- Parent/Community Involvement 
- Staff Wellness 
- Policy Development 

   - Appropriate Delegation of Nursing Tasks 
 

• Institutional Care 
The Nursing Division of the Erie County Health Department provides nursing care to youth at the Erie 
County Juvenile Justice Center and Northern Ohio Community Correctional Center, as well as the 
adults at the Erie County Jail. These services include: health assessments and monitoring; 
administration of prescribed medications and medical treatments; identification of medical needs; and 
health promotion and education. 

 

• BCMH Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps 
The Ohio Department of Health’s Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps (BCMH) is a health 
program that links families of children having special health care needs to a network of quality 
providers in their local community. It also helps families obtain payment for diagnostic and treatment 
services when medical and financial criteria are met. 

 

Dental Clinic 

 Our dental clinic provides comprehensive preventive, diagnostic, restorative, and emergency oral 
health services to community residents. The Health Center’s dental clinic provides much needed 
dental services including primary and preventative care for all ages.  These services include 
cleanings, examinations, fluoride treatments, sealants, fillings, x-rays, oral cancer screenings, and 
extractions.  Residents will be able to establish a dental home for ongoing and preventative oral 
health care into the future. 

 

Division of Environmental Health Services 

• Food Protection Program 
- Inspects restaurants, grocery stores, convenience food stores, mobile and temporary food vendors 
- Eliminates issues that would increase the risk of food-borne illness to consumers 

   - Level One and ServSafe advanced food safety training courses are conducted regularly 

 

• Public Pools and Spas 
Inspections of public pools and spas that focus on items with the greatest risk of disease transmission 
or injury 
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• Manufactured Home Park & Campground Programs 
Sanitarians focus specifically on items related to the collection and disposal of sewage and solid 
waste, as well as the safe distribution and conveyance of potable water 

 

 

• Beach Program 
Monitors 25 beach locations four times a week for the presence of E-coli bacteria 

 

• Solid Waste 
Conduct compliance inspections in all composting facilities, large-quantity infectious waste 
generators, waste transfer stations, and landfills 

 

• Private Water Program 
Provide water sampling from private water sources 

 

• HUD Lead-Based Paint Hazard Control Program  
- Conduct pre- and post-hazard control blood lead level testing of children 6 years old and younger 
- Blood lead testing to protect the health of lead-hazard control workers, supervisors and contractors 
- Home lead risk assessment and lead clearance inspections 
- Construction management and project specification production for lead hazard control 
- Community awareness, education, and outreach programs 

 

• Private Residential Sewage and Semi-public Sewage Program 
Ensures that all sewage treatment systems that are newly installed, repaired or replaced do not 
represent a possible contamination hazard for our water 

 

• School Inspection Program  
Provides safety inspections of the interior, exterior, playgrounds and other physical features of 
schools  

 

• Tattoo and Body Piercing Program 
Prevents the spread of infectious disease during and after tattoo and body piercing procedures 

 

• Rabies Control 
Animal quarantines and rabies shot clinics to prevent the spread of rabies 

 

Division of Community Health Services 

• Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
Breastfeeding support, Nutrition Education, and Supplemental food packages 
 

• Health Education Outreach Programs and Health Fairs 
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• Community Health Assessment & Health Statistics 

 
• Smoke-Free Workplace Program 

 

 

• 2-1-1 
The 2-1-1 system of Erie County is a “three digit” call for non-emergency help. Erie County has 
contracted with United Way of Greater Toledo to maintain available information on social, human, and 
other service agencies in our county. 

 

• Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance 
The purpose of the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is to monitor and respond to changes in 
the health status of the public. 

 

• Emergency Preparedness 
The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance responds to disease outbreaks, and strengthens the 
health department’s local response by developing and maintaining various emergency plans, 
collaborating with nearby regional epidemiologists and emergency planners, attending training 
sessions and conferences, and by providing speakers for public health talks. 

 

Division of Construction Program Services 

 Comprehensive Plumbing Inspection Program 
- Registration of Plumbing Contractors 
- Commercial and Residential Plumbing Permit Issuance 
- Commercial Plan Review 
- On-site Inspections of Plumbing Installations 
- Public and Private Educational Services Related to Plumbing 

 

 Manufactured Home Installation Inspections Program 

- Issuance of Manufactured Home Installation Permits 
- On-site Inspections of Manufactured Home Installations 

 

 Healthy Homes Program 

- Raises awareness about the connection between personal health and the home environment. 
- Public education and prevention topics include: lead based paint, radon gas, indoor asthma 

triggers, mold and moisture and home safety 
- Consultations on Healthy Homes topics for families 
- Coordination of blood lead testing for children and adults 
- Public Health Lead Investigations of lead poisoned children 
- Distribution of radon test kits at no cost to homeowner 
- Confirmation of concerning radon levels in homes with continuous radon monitoring at no cost 

to homeowner 
- Promotion and testing of homes built with radon resistant technology 
- Radon testing for real estate transactions 
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ERIE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT/ERIE 

COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 2013-

2014 AGENCY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The following goals and objectives were determined by our staff for both the Erie County Health 

Department and the Erie County Community Health Center for the years 2013-2014. 

Goal 1:  Successfully transition into a Public Health Accredited Agency 

 Incorporate all PHAB standards and competencies into our administrative processes. 

 Provide community with assurances that the public health accreditation process is an ongoing 

quality improvement process. 

 Tie employee evaluations into PHAB/accreditation performance. 

Goal 2:  Enhance Access to Direct Health Services and Coordinated Care Referrals 

 Increase proportion of persons utilizing clinical preventive services under a primary care 

provider. 

 Implement patient centered medical home model. 

 Increase access and operating hours and locations, increase staffing at sites. 

 Increase proportion of people utilizing pre-emergency room services via care referrals. 

 Continue to support local transportation networks. 

 Develop "change in scope" practices through the FQHC-Look Alike System to meet this goal. 

 

Goal 3:  Enhance Comprehensive Service Delivery with Focus on Complete Life-Cycle/Age 

Spectrum 

 Expand public health outreach clinic locations and times and include health education. 

 Increase proportion of adolescents, prenatals, infants, and elders receiving individual health 

assessments and care referrals. 

 Increase interagency referrals for all clients: WIC - Clinic - Environmental Health - Community 

Health. 

 Utilize (pre)obesity screenings and prevention programs. 

 Develop a master plan to increase Agency health education outreach based on Community 

Health Assessment data. 

 Link all care provided with prevention strategies. 

 Develop a reputable, valid senior wellness activity program including increasing the proportion 

who are up to date on core clinical preventive measures. 
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Goal 4: Cancer Prevention Activities 

 Increase health education to reduce the overall cancer prevalence and incidence rates in Erie 

County (lung, breast, cervical, colorectal, oropharyngeal, prostate, and melanoma). 

 Provide screenings based on clinical guidelines, improve access via affiliations. 

 Provide counseling and follow-up care plans. 

 Provide support services referrals and nutritional counseling services. 

Goal 5:  Increase Agency Environmental Health Services and Measurable Outcomes 

 Water quality: increase proportion of days beaches are open and safe for swimming/recreational 

activity.  

 Reduce blood lead levels in children and reduce number of lead paint hazards. 

 Healthy Homes:  reduce allergens, increase number of radon tests, mitigations. 

 Provide indoor air quality programs to address air quality, mold, and pesticides.  

 Reduce exposure to selected environmental chemicals in the population measured 

metabolically (arsenic/cadmium/lead/mercury). 

 Improve quality, utilization, and community awareness of existing environmental health 

information systems. 

 Improve private and semi-public sewage system operations. 

 Implement predictive modeling for rain water/recreational use. 

 Prepare for emerging zoonotic disease. 

 Strengthen Agency response to biology and control of vector of disease. 

Goal 6: Immunizations and Infectious Diseases 

 Provide clinical measures and programs to reduce or eliminate cases of vaccine-preventable  

diseases including: 

o CRS - Congenital Rubella Syndrome 

o Hib - Haemophilus influenza Invasive Disease 

o New Hepatitis B - 2-18 year 

o Measles, U.S. acquired 

o Mumps Pertussis <1 year  

o Pertussis  11-18 

o Polio/Rubella 

o Varicella Chicken Pox Age 17 and under 

o Group B Streptococcal  

o Meningococcal 

o Pneumococcal infections 

o New invasive pneumococcal infection >65 years of age.  

o Invasive penicillin-resistant pneumococcal infections <5, >65 years of age. 

o Two or more doses of rotovirus vaccine by age 19-35 months. 

o Achieve and maintain effective vaccination coverage levels among children. 
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 Increase proportion of children aged 19 - 35 months receiving Dtap, polio, MMR, Hib, Hep B, 

varicella, pneumococcal vaccines. 

 Maintain vaccine coverage levels for kindergarten children (Dtap, MMR, Polio, Hep. B, 

varicella). 

 Increase routine vaccination coverage for adolescents (Tdap, MCV, HPV, seasonal influenza). 

 Increase proportion of children and adult vaccinated against seasonal influenza. 

 Seasonal flu : increase for all age spectrum  

o Target 80% of the population: 

 Children age 6 - 23 months 

 Children age 2 - 4 years 

 Children age 5 - 12 years   

 Children age 13 - 17 years  

 Non Inst. Adults 18 - 64 years 

 Pregnant Women 

o Target 90% of the population 

 Non Inst. High Risk Adults 18 - 64 years  

 Non Inst. High Adults - Age 65+  

 Institutionalized Adults 18+  

 Health Care Personnel  

 Adult Pneumococcal  

 Reduce rate of fetal and infant deaths (infant mortality rate) 

o 20 or more weeks fetal 

o 28 weeks - 7 days after birth 

o All infants within 1 year 

o Neonatal within 28 days of life  

o SIDS other causes 

 Reduce low birth weight (LBW) and very low birth weight (VLBW) through expanded prenatal 

care education 

 Increase number of women who receive early and adequate prenatal care. 

 Increase proportion of infants who are put to sleep on their backs. 

o By >6% to 69% - 75% through education and marketing. 

 Increase proportion of infants who are breastfed 

o >4% - 82% ever 

o 6 months 43% - 60% 

o 1 year 22 .7% - 34% 

o Exclusively through 6 months 33% - 46% 

 Increase proportion of children including special needs who have access to a medical home and 

receive care in a PCMH environment. 

Goal 7:  Establish an Oral Health Program 

 Develop a dental operatory with a comprehensive dental health education program. 

 Reduce proportion of children and adolescents who have dental caries and untreated dental 

decay in their primary teeth. 
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 Reduce the number of adults with untreated dental decay. 

 Reduce number of older adults age 65-75+ with untreated caries and untreated root surface 

caries. 

 Reduce number of adults who ever had a permanent tooth extracted because of dental caries or 

periodontitis. 

 Reduce proportion of older adults who have lost all their natural teeth. 

 Increase proportion of oral and pharyngeal cancers diagnosed/detected at the earliest stages. 

 Increase number/proportion of low income children/ adolescents who receive any preventative 

dental services. 

 Increase percentage of children and adolescents who receive dental sealants. 

 Increase dental/oral health education. 
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DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES  

The Administrative Services Division within the Erie County Health Department has an important role to 

fulfill.  This division is charged with the financial planning and all of the details surrounding the fiscal 

management of the agency including billing, accounts receivable, accounts payable, purchasing, 

logistics, facilities management, work force training, vital statistics, payroll, and various departmental 

programs.  Daily attention is given to the most efficient and appropriate use of limited revenue funds.  A 

“good governance” philosophical approach guides our decision making process.  

The division develops policies and plans to ensure the delivery of public health services is at the 

highest level possible.  This is done through extensive planning of a realistic and balanced budget to 

allow the department to operate efficiently.  This, coupled with the use of proper accounting and 

bookkeeping practices, enables the agency to prioritize and manage expense decisions, keep the 

budget on track, and meet our stakeholders’ expectations for fiscal performance. 

The Erie County Health Department operates from three separate levies, a 0.2, 0.3, and 0.5 mill levy.  

These levies account for just 36% of our annual budget.  Conversely, a full 64% comes from outside 

funding through grants and other sources.  As we continue to use financial guideposts to plan our 

service expansions, our county residents can expect to see this trend of decreased reliance on levy 

funding continue into the future.  We are proud of this conservative management and our ongoing 

ability to provide service excellence in these tough times. 

Within the vital statistics unit, real time data is obtained to monitor conditions of mortality to better 

understand causes of death within Erie County.  This monitoring ranges from acute or chronic diseases 

to infant mortality that would indicate health risks in our community.  Vital Statistics is also responsible 

for tracking births in Erie County. 

Through Human Resources, the Erie County Health Department diligently monitors and evaluates the 

skill sets of employees to assure the highest level of public health delivery possible. 

The Administrative Services Division also provides linkage to the community as well as multiple other 

entities through information technology.  The information technology unit oversees large amounts of 

data that not only provides the public with vital information regarding the Erie County Health 

Department programs, but also potential lifesaving information.   

The Administrative Services Division continues to mobilize the community through multiple facets to 

ensure sound delivery of public health programs.  With this commitment by the community to identify 

the need for public health in Erie County, the Administrative Services Division will continue to place a 

large emphasis on working with our stakeholders.  
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Vital Statistics - 2013 

The Vital Statistics office in the Administrative Services Division can issue certified copies of most birth 

certificates for those born in Ohio from 1908 through the present. Death certificates can be issued for 

those who have died in Erie County. The cost per copy is $25.00 and a request can be made by mail, 

by telephone order, or in person by visiting our office from Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

(excluding holidays).  

Request for birth and death certificates must include the following information (required information is 

also available on our website):  

Birth Certificate  Death Certificate 

Birth Name  Name of Deceased 

Date of Birth  Date of Death 

Current Address  Current Address 

Current Phone Number  Current Phone Number 
Mother’s Maiden Name   

Father’s Name   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERIE COUNTY BIRTHS 

 Male Female Total 

Resident 261 282 543 

Non-Resident 86 92 178 

Total 347 374 721 

ERIE COUNTY BIRTHS TO UNWED MOTHERS 

Resident 299 

Non-Resident 57 

Total 356 

ERIE COUNTY DEATHS 

 Male Female Total 

Resident 455 341 796 

Non-Resident 233 141 374 

Total 688 482 1170 
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN ERIE COUNTY (ALL AGES) 2013 

Causes of Death  Resident  Non-Resident  Total  

Circulatory  281 89 370 

Neoplasm  175 104 279 

Respiratory  90 48 138 

Mental Disorder  67 49 116 

Digestive  31 27 58 

Natural Causes  33 25 58 

Genitourinary  46 10 56 

Nervous System  27 8 35 

Accident/Injury/Poisoning  22 6 28 

Pending 8 1 9 

Suicide  8 3 11 

Fetal 6 0 6 

Homicide 0 1 1 

Endocrine 2 2 4 

SIDS 0 0 0 

Could Not Be Determined  0 0 0 

Infant 1 0 1 

Musculoskeletal 0 0 0 

Unknown 0 0 0 

Total 797 373 1170 

 

Child Fatality Review Board 

State law mandates that each county form a Child Fatality Review Board (CFRB) for the purpose of 

reviewing the deaths of children under 18 years of age. 

Due to the education efforts of the Erie County Health Department, the number of deaths due to 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) or improper sleep environment have been decreasing.  These 

deaths are reviewed by the CFRB and evaluated to get a better understanding of the causes and 

incidence of child fatality and to recommend interventions to reduce preventable deaths. 

Causes of Death 2013 Age  

Drowning 12 years 

Intracranial Hemorrhage; severe prematurity 5 days 

Interstitial Pneumonia 23 days 

Dysmaturity, Pre-term delivery, incompetent cervix 1 day 

Multi-organ system failure; perinatal depression at 
birth; extreme prematurity; renal failure 

23 days 

Premature birth 1 hour 

Sepsis (streptococcus pneumonia) 7 years 

Critical coarctation of the aorta 16 days 

Drowning 18 years 
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Total 9 

 

DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

Our Environmental Health Division administers many programs that meet the department’s obligation to 

deliver on the 10 essential services of accreditation. Conducting public health inspections, 

investigating illnesses, educating our regulated stakeholders and enforcing state and local rules 

are activities that occurred on a daily basis throughout 2013.  Responding to complaint based and 

conducting frequency mandated inspections throughout the calendar year allowed us to continuously 

monitor the health status of a broad cross-section of the population within the health district.  These 

inspections identified risks to public health, which were eliminated and prevented negative disease 

outcomes. Offering new and advanced training opportunities we inform, educate and empower the 

public to take a proactive role in preventing injuries and illnesses. Our ongoing partnerships with United 

States Geological Service, Ohio Department of Health, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and Erie 

Soil and Water Conservation District have allowed us to mobilize community partnerships while 

enhancing our capacity to monitor our community health status. 

2013 Environmental Health Inspections/Hours 
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Program 

Permits/Registrations/ 
Complaints 

 
Inspections 

 
Hours 

Food 898 2430 5040 

Private Sewage 111 378 1449 

Semi-Public Sewage 217 316 
 

320 

Pools and Spas 161 362 582 

Campgrounds 20 22 61 

Private Water 13 60 189 

Nuisance and 
Housing Complaints 

281 503 641 

Rabies Control 205 27 236 

School 32 70 108 

Tattoo and Piercing 7 17 22 

Solid Waste and 
Compost Facilities 

9 32 66 

Beach Monitoring 25 Locations 848 1058 

Vector Control 53 Treatments 20 45 

HUD – Lead Hazard 
Control 

93 Approved Applicants 601 2201 

Phase II Storm Water 
Management 

6651 Illicit Discharges 
Mapped 

647 
 
 

366 
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DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Environmental Health Permit, Contract and Grant Program 
Revenues Vs. Expenses 

Program Revenue Expenses Percentage Levy 
Funded 

Private Sewage $47,245 $50,777 6% 

Semi-Public Sewage $31,875 $39,379 19% 

Private Water $2,214 $2,714 18% 

Food Safety $316,689 $381,699 17% 

Camps $6,185 $6,496 4% 

Tattoo and Piercing $2,007 $2,937 31% 

Public Pool and Spa $35,968 $49,639 27% 

HUD Lead $114,298 $184,794 38% 

Solid Waste  $113,143 $116,365 2% 

Beach Monitoring + 
HAB  

$24,270 $24,270 0% 

Mobile Home Park 
Inspection 

$3,250 $3,650 10% 

Storm Water 
Management 

$6,795 $6,795 0% 

Food and Pool Safety 
Training 

$8,400 $8,400 0% 

Rabies/Vector 
Control, School 
Environment, 
Outbreak 
Investigation,  
Housing and 
Nuisance Inspections 

Essential Program 
Activities with no 

source of revenue 
$149,220 100% 

Totals For EH 
Programs 

$712,339 1,027,135 30% 
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DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
Food Protection Program 
 
Erie County has 137 seasonal and 547 year round food service establishments including restaurants, 
bars, schools, childcare and nursing facilities, hospitals, fraternal organizations, gas stations, hotels, 
theme and water parks, vending, mobile, and temporary sites. In 2013; 5,040 hours and $381,699 were 
utilized to administer the food protection program. 
 
Services addressed through this program include inspections, enforcement of the laws, regulations, 
and rules pertaining to food service, as well as education of operators and their employees.  The State 
of Ohio Uniform Food Safety Code requires that food service establishments be inspected twice a year.  
 
The inspection process has as its primary objective the prevention of foodborne illness.  During 
inspections, sanitarians investigate and monitor food service operations in order to identify health 
problems, health and safety hazards, and risk factors that can impact food safety. In addition, they 
educate and inform food service operators and employees as to proper food handling.  
 
The program also provides specialized education and training classes in both English and Spanish 
including Level One Food Safety courses for food workers and ServSafe certifications for owners, 
managers and other personnel. The department maintains a website that provides access to food rules, 
educational aids, plan review documents, and food training information. 
 
On September 12, 2013, the Erie County Health Department (ECHD) Office of Epidemiology and 

Surveillance received 2 reports of gastrointestinal (GI) illness among several attendees at a local resort. 

Sanitarians from ECHD Office of Environmental Health performed an inspection of the licensed food 

service operation that afternoon and began collecting both food samples and stool samples from ill 

conference attendees. An event-specific questionnaire including clinical information and food history 

was prepared and distributed to both sick and well conference attendees that evening and the following 

afternoon.  A total of 68 cases among conference attendees were subsequently identified between 

September 12, 2013 and September 24, 2013. In the process of the investigation, 36 additional reports 

of illness were received from other events held at the resort between September 5, 2013 and 

September 20, 2013.  All cases either dined or stayed overnight at the resort.  Epidemiological and 

laboratory evidence confirmed Norovirus as the cause of this outbreak. 

 
 
 
Public Swimming Pools and Spas 
 
The Environmental Health Division staff oversees 161 public swimming pool and spas in the district.  
582 hours of time was spent in the last year during 362 routine inspections and consultations.  During 
these visits, health department staff enforced regulations that focus on protecting the public’s health 
and safety which include items related to water quality, indoor air quality, equipment maintenance, and 
facility safety.  The department also investigates and responds to potential waterborne recreational 
illnesses that may occur at licensed facilities. 
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In order to develop a competent workforce, department staff have voluntarily pursued and obtained 
Certified Pool Operator credentials and are aware that each facility possesses unique factors which 
often influence how a facility operates including: environmental setting (indoor vs. outdoor), function of 
the facility (water park/hotel/school), and unique designs (special features). These factors are taken into 
consideration during inspections and discussed with pool/spa operators during inspections.  
Department staff also provided educational opportunities to operators of licensed pool/spa facilities to 
inform them any potential regulations changes or to discuss other emerging issues that are pertinent to 
their industry.    
 
 
Rabies Control 
 
In 2013, the Erie County Health Department performed 205 rabies investigations for animal bites and 
exposures.  Dogs, cats, and other domestic animals account for 94% of our rabies investigations and 
the remaining 6% are exposures to wild animals such as bats, raccoons, and opossums.  During rabies 
investigations sanitarians inform and educate both the victims and owners of animals about the rabies 
virus.  In 2013, the Eire County Health Department continued to mobilize our partnerships with 
Firelands Veterinary Hospital and the Erie County Dog Warden to have a low cost rabies shot clinic at 
the Erie County Fairgrounds.  At this clinic, we were able to link people to a service which vaccinated 
229 dogs and cats that otherwise might have been left unvaccinated.    No confirmed animal exposure 
investigations resulted in an animal being positive for the rabies virus in 2013.  In 2013, sanitarians 
spent about 236 hours performing education, writing reports, and investigating potential rabies 
exposures. 
 
Solid Waste (Landfills, Transfer Stations, Compost, Sandusky Vehicles) 
 
The Erie County Health Department is approved by the Ohio EPA to license and register solid waste 
facilities in Erie County.  These solid waste facilities consist of compost facilities, landfills, and waste 
transfer stations.  Most of the solid waste facilities are inspected quarterly to ensure compliance and 
enforce laws and regulations with solid waste rules.   Being an approved Health Department allows 
our agency to respond to complaints and perform investigations in a timely manner. 
 
The Erie County Health Department has contracted with the City of Sandusky to perform annual vehicle 
inspections of all solid and bulky waste vehicles that provide a refuse service in the City of Sandusky.  
The purpose of these inspections is to ensure vehicles transporting solid and bulky wastes are doing so 
in a safe and sanitary manner.   
 
 
School Environmental Health Inspections 
 
In 2013, the Erie County Health Department performed 32 school safety inspections.  All local school 
districts (Kelleys Island, Margaretta, Huron, Perkins, Sandusky, Vermilion, and Edison) are inspected 
bi-annually as well as private schools, learning centers, and vocation/career centers.  The purpose of 
these inspections is to improve school environmental health through non-regulatory means.  The 
sanitarians from the Erie County Health Department perform indoor and outdoor inspections and make 
recommendations to the schools when a potential safety concern is observed.  During 2013, sanitarians 
spent about 70 hours working with the local schools. 
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Sewage Treatment Systems Program 
 
The sewage treatment systems (STS) program is comprised of private STS, small-flow STS and semi-
public STS. The purpose of the sewage treatment systems (STS) program is to ensure that all STS that 
are newly installed, repaired, replaced or existing do not represent a significant contamination hazard 
for our surface and underground water supplies.  This is accomplished through inspections, education, 
and enforcement of laws and regulations to protect health and ensure safety. Inspections are used 
to insure compliance, diagnose health concerns and investigate possible nuisances. Education is 
done through public meetings, site evaluations and one-on-one consultations with the public. 
Enforcement is done through court action as a last resort.  
 
In 2013 there were 55 site reviews and 47 sewage permits issued for new, replacement, or alterations 
of STS. This includes 10 replacement sewage permits issued through a low income grant in conjunction 
with the State of Ohio. The semi-public division of the STS program resulted in 248 operational permits 
being issued, for a total of 694 inspections and 35 consultations within the program.     
 
 
Camp and Mobile Home Park 

Erie County’s 20 campground facilities provide county residents and visitors the opportunity to connect 
with unique natural resources available in the form of multiple rivers, Sandusky Bay and Lake Erie. This 
department, through a state licensure program, inspects R.V. Parks, Recreational Camps and 
Combined Park Camps. The inspections primarily focus on issues related to injury and disease 
prevention, such as disposal of solid or liquid wastes, protection of water used for drinking or cooking 
purposes, and elimination of any hazardous conditions. 
 
In 2013, the Environmental Health Division obtained a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the 
Ohio Manufactured Home Park Commission (OMHC) to conduct inspections of 23 manufactured home 
parks in the district.  During 43 park inspections/consultations, department staff worked 88 hours to 
assure that minimum environmental health living standards are maintained in these communities.  
 
In 2013, the Erie County Health Department worked with multiple state and local governmental 
agencies, as well as private industry, to identify and address numerous environmental health conditions 
at Hoppers Mobile Home Pak located in Sandusky, Ohio.  In this case, enforcement action was taken 
against the park operator which led to the closure of the park due to persistent imminent health and 
safety concerns.  During this process, the department coordinated efforts to link people with 
resources that were available to aid in the difficult relocation process of park residents. 
 
Tattoo and Body Piercing Program 

Essential services addressed through this program include enforcement of the laws and regulations 
pertaining to tattoo and body piercing operations.  The State of Ohio Tattoo and Body Piercing Rules 
mandate that these operations be inspected once per year.  During inspections; sanitarians inform, 
educate, and empower the operators of the tattoo and piercing shops of changes in the rules and 
ensure that they are in compliance with them in order for them operate at in a safe and healthy manner.  
During inspections it is also verified that the operations are informing, educating, and empowering 
their clients about proper aftercare and other health issues pertaining to the procedures that may be 
undertaken in a shop.  Inspections are also used to diagnose and investigate health problems and 
health hazards in the community.  The inspection process is a tool that the department uses to prevent 
health problems such as infections and disease transmission from developing in the community.   
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In 2013 the health department invested 22 hours in the tattoo and body piercing program.  The majority 
of that time was used to conduct comprehensive inspections of the eight licensed operations in Erie 
County.  Additional time was used when performing onsite consultations with operations, 
correspondence with operators and the community, performing plan review, and other administrative 
functions.   
 
Nuisance Complaint Programs 

The Erie County Health Department has investigated 281 interior and exterior nuisance complaints, 
ranging from trash storage to tires off the rim.  Interior nuisance complaints often include items such as 
water intrusion to insect infestation. 
 
Essential services in this program include; enforcement of the laws and regulations of the 
International Property Maintenance Code, and the Health, Safety, and Sanitation Regulations for the 
Storage and Collection of Solid Wastes and Bulky Wastes In the Erie County Health District. We work 
with the occupant, or homeowner to educate and inform them of issues they may be having when it 
comes to the nuisance issued and educate them on possible ways that they may remediate the 
nuisance.  Upon receipt of a nuisance complaint we diagnose, and investigate the health hazards so 
as to not allow a serious community health hazard to exist.  Depending on the severity of a case we 
may mobilize, and partner with a community’s building department, or code enforcement to resolve 
large issues.  When performing investigations the health department also tries to link tenants and 
landlords with programs, or health services that may be needed to remediate the issue, or another 
issue that was seen upon investigation. 

 

 

Solid Waste Nuisances by Complaint Type 

Type of Complaint Number of Complaints 
Animal Waste 12 

Bulky Wastes 21 

Garbage & Trash 90 

Scrap Tires 1 

Vectors (insects & rodents) 2 

Other (odor, safety, solid waste, sewage 
discharge) 

9 

 
123 of the 135 solid waste nuisance complaints have been completed and abated.  This is a 91% 
compliance rate.  Four of the solid waste nuisances have not been abated because they are still being 
actively investigated.   

 

 
Private Water Program 

The private water program provides oversight to people who obtain water from privately owned water 
supplies such as wells, hauled water storage tanks, or cisterns.  The department uses uniform state 
regulations to enforce that newly installed or altered systems meet minimum water quality standards.   
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Pre and post construction inspections are performed on newly constructed or altered systems to ensure 
that these systems are free of possible contamination sources.  The department also provides oversight 
to owners of existing private water systems by providing water sampling services and educational 
material on proper water system maintenance.   
Beaches & Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) 
  
Twenty-five beach sample locations were monitored and tested four times per week between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day.  These sample sites are tested specifically for Escherichia coli (E. coli) in 
the water.  1,268 water samples were taken during the 2013 beach season.  E. coli is a bacterium that 
is found in the intestines of warm blooded animals and can be harmful to people in high concentrations.  
High E. coli counts at beach locations can come from faulty septic systems, animal wastes, combined 
sewer overflows.  Beach rating signs were posted at 15 of the 25 beach sample locations to inform 
recreational water users of the current beach rating.  All beach location information and ratings are 
linked to the public through our website http://eriecohealthohio.org/bathingbeach.html and on the 
Beach Guard website http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/BeachGuardPublic/Default.aspx.  In 2013 the Erie 
County Health Department was recognized by the Lake Erie Commission and was awarded the Ohio 
Lake Erie Award for having an outstanding beach program.  Consistent monitoring and research has 
allowed our agency to develop predictive models at three (3) local beaches with the aid of the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS).  The predicative models will allow this agency to use weather variables to 
make accurate predictions for probabilities that the beach will exceed advisory E. coli levels.  Current 
sampling techniques require a minimum of 18 hours of incubating the water sample to determine the E. 
coli levels.  The predictive modeling will allow our agency to make beach predictions based on weather 
variables in minutes rather than hours. 
  
2013 was a mild year for Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) in Erie County.  The Erie County Health 
Department worked with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the University of Toledo during the 
summer to collect water samples to study the HAB’s in the Sandusky Bay.  This collaborative work will 
aid in a better understanding of HABs and this research could potentially be used to develop policies 
and plans in the future to prevent HABs.   
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DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING AND 

DENTAL SERVICES 

The Public Health Nursing Division provides and oversees multiple community/population based health 

care services.     

Public Health Nursing Staff: 
1 - Director of Nursing 
1 - Nursing Supervisor   
Dental Program 
1- Dentist 
1- Registered Dental Hygienist  
2- Dental Assistants  

School Nursing Program  
11- Registered Nurses 
4 - Licensed Practical Nurses 
BCMH Program 
1 - Registered Nurse 
Institutional Nursing Program 
6- Licensed Practical Nurses 

 

 

 

Institutional and School Nursing Programs 

Our Public health nurses in these many different settings, including, Jail, Juvenile Center, and 
Schools, spend a majority of their time monitoring the health and well-being of the people they 
care for.  Their assessment and referrals help to diagnose different health problems occurring 
in our community.  They spend time educating and informing clients and their families with 
regard to many health issues that could be affecting their daily lives.  They are a strong link 
between the community and the healthcare field.  Many of these nurses mobilize peers in their 
work places to improve health and wellness while they are making sure to provide proper care 
on a day to day basis.    

The Erie County Health Department provides school nursing services in multiple school districts 
in Erie, Ottawa, Huron, and Sandusky counties.  The Nursing Division also provides care to the 
youth at the Erie County Juvenile Justice Center and The Northern Ohio Community 
Correctional Center as well as the adults at the Erie County jail.   
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School Nursing Program Staffing: 

SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 
SCHOOL 

HOURS 

PER 

WEEK 

DAYS 

PER 

WEEK 

STAFF 

(NURSE) 

EDISON LOCAL 

SCHOOLS 

Edison High School & Elementary 

School 
25 5 (M-F) 1 RN 

EHOVE EHOVE 37.5 5 (M-F) 1 RN 

HURON LOCAL 

SCHOOLS 

Shawnee Elementary &  Huron 

High School 

 

Woodlands & Huron Middle School 

47.5 5 (M-F) 2 RN’s 

HURON ST. PETER Huron St. Peter School 1.5 1 1 RN 

KELLEYS ISLAND 

LOCAL SCHOOLS 
Kelleys Island Schools As needed As needed 1 RN 

MARGARETTA LOCAL 

SCHOOLS 

Margaretta Elementary, Middle & 

High School 

35 

(job share) 
5 (M-F) 2 RN’s 

NORTHPOINT 

(Classrooms in Huron, 

Erie, and Ottawa 

Counties) 

Traveling/Supervision 32 

Varies 

(2-3 days – 

each nurse) 

1 RN’s 

 

 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

STUDENTS 

SCHOOLS 

(One-on-One: 

Student/Nurse) 

 

SCHOOL 

HOURS 

PER 

WEEK 

DAYS 

PER 

WEEK 

STAFF 

(NURSE) 

WOODLANDS 
Huron 30 4 (M-F) 1 LPN 

SANDUSKY CITY 

SCHOOLS  

Venice Heights- Sandusky City  30 5 (M-F) 2 LPN’S 
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Sandusky High School 37.5 5 (M-F) 

 

So far in the 2013-2014 School year, our Nurses have done 2,935 Vision and 3,125 Hearing 

screenings.  A total of around 15,600 students have been seen by our nurses in their clinic 

settings so far this school year as well.  These numbers average around the same that we had 

at the start of the 2012-2013 school year. 

 

Erie County Health Department 

School Nurse Monthly Report 

2012/2013 School Year 

 

Student Clinic A/S OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR M/J 
YR. 
Total 

Number of Students seen 4529 3931 3395 2960 3319 3539 3215 3437 4667 32992 

Medications given 680 735 662 582 570 598 610 672 1001 6110 

Illness/Disease/Disorder 2215 2040 1751 1784 1972 2022 1779 1686 2309 17558 

Injury in School 662 630 514 456 413 360 393 448 683 4559 

Injury out of school 238 171 117 73 135 140 128 185 287 1474 

Other 257 302 272 216 259 327 382 457 564 3036 

Nutrition/Snack/Counseling 629 485 415 432 589 554 461 472 607 4644 

First Aid 815 728 502 422 572 544 632 702 1196 6113 

Treatments 409 377 272 309 279 303 312 358 471 3090 

 
Student Clinic visit 

outcomes  

Sent Home 239 225 208 344 303 295 249 181 316 2360 

Referral or Followup done 214 166 168 167 222 225 208 197 246 1813 

 
Student Health 
Screenings  

Vision  (# screened) 1262 685 835 79 373 149 40 34 78 3535 

Vision  (# referred) 156 96 29 21 39 30 3 7 6 387 

Hearing  (# screened) 1473 738 785 64 389 124 50 29 78 3730 

Hearing  (# referred) 7 16 9 9 18 18 4 1 2 84 

Height and Weight 361 134 1 1 108 9 17 349 19 999 

Lice Checks (# screened) 50 248 150 88 17 156 36 185 39 969 

LIce Checks (# referred) 16 28 14 2 5 13 8 15 4 105 

Blood Pressure Checks 658 70 74 62 200 103 106 85 79 1437 

BP referrals 4 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 

BMI screenings 4 3 1 3 1 1 1 4 3 21 
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BMI referrals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 
 
 

Staff & Visitor 
visits/checks  

1.Illness/Injury/Blood 
Pressure 

45 35 37 41 57 47 40 45 62 
409 

2. Other 65 66 105 48 99 75 95 23 23 599 

           

 

School Nurse Student Conditions Stats 2013-2014: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Absentee Reporting for 2013 

The Office of Epidemiology collects and monitors daily absenteeism surveillance data from 13 
of Erie County’s schools. Over the course of this successful program, we have identified certain 
trends in the absenteeism rates during a typical school year and can identified where health 
needs are in the community.  It isn’t just a myth that more children do get sick in the weeks 
following the start of classes. We have analyzed the previous two years of absenteeism data 
from selected Erie County schools and found that absenteeism rates begin to increase during 
the second week in October, peak around Thanksgiving, and taper off in around Christmas 
break.  

The beginning of these illnesses coincides with the start of the flu season.  The winter months 
can keep illness high in school children due to the inability to go outside as often as other 
seasons.  People start spending more time indoors, which increases your chances of coming 
into contact with sick people. The same thing happens in the first few weeks of school as the 
common respiratory illnesses get passed around due to being in contact with more people at 
school.  It has been noted that this Flu season has shown reporting of high number of absences 

 

Student Conditions 

  

Edison EHOVE Huron 
St. 

Peter Margaretta Vermilion Total  

Diabetes 1 12 7 1 3 11 35 

Asthma 70 74 113 10 94 146 507 

Stinging Insect Allergy 12 38 5 
 

13 17 85 

Environmental Allergy 82 128 97 2 111 17 437 

Food Allergy 36 25 36 1 19 56 173 

Behavioral Disorders 50 100 75 
 

39 19 283 

Mental Health Diseases 20 60 14 1 10 
 

105 
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from almost all of our school districts, which drives Erie County Health Department to continue 
into 2014 with promotion of this year’s influenza vaccination 

 

 

Erie County Juvenile Justice Center 

The Nursing Division provides care to the youth at the Erie County Juvenile Justice Center and 
The Northern Ohio Community Correctional Center as well as the adults at the Erie County jail.   

Two Part-Time LPNs provided: 

(Census: Total Number of Residents, NA: Nursing Assessments, SV: 
Sick Visits by Nurse, DR: Doctor visits) 

DATE 
AVG. 

CENSUS 
NA SV DR 

January 20 78 298 20 

February 20 62 258 20 

March 20 47 262 14 

April 17 54 162 9 

May 20 63 241 23 

June 23 69 179 19 

July 25 56 244 22 

August 24 79 241 18 

September 27 60 200 24 

October 25 59 254 22 

November 21 57 167 18 

December 22 66 179 20 

Year Totals 22 750 2685 229 
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Erie County Jail 

2 FT LPNs and 1 PT LPN provided 

JAIL Statistical Log 

2013 

(Census: Total Number of Residents, NA: Nursing Assessments, SV: Sick Visits by Nurse, DR: Doctor 
visits) 

DATE 
AVG. 
CEN-
SUS 

NA SV 

# of 
TB 
test
s 

# of 
Diab
etics 

# of Drug & 
Alcohol 

Withdrawal 
DR 

# of 
phone 

calls for 
care 

# of 
Call-
ins 

ER 
visits/ 

lab 
draws 

January 129 270 376 15 4 13 66 1 5 2 

February 128 267 380 6 4 8 43 1 1 3 

March 138 323 392 8 2 5 47 3 0 0 

April 139 281 297 15 3 5 46 2 5 3 

May 137 244 441 3 5 5 41 1 4 1 

June 135 289 381 4 5 2 35 3 4 0 

July 132 261 385 8 4 3 36 35 4 0 

August 132 264 442 8 2 4 27 22 1 0 

September 129 280 385 0 5 4 33 3 2 3 

October 138 295 422 0 4 5 41 4 2 5 

November 134 218 396 0 4 4 35 4 0 6 

December 112 194 380 0 4 3 71 3 3 9 

Year 
Totals 

132 2916 4301 67 46 61 455 81 26 30 
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Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps (BCMH) Program 

The Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps Program pays for services to children who 
have specific chronic physical conditions. The BCMH nurse also evaluates families to find out if 
a child has accessibility to care with an eligible condition.  BCMH will pay for certain testing to 
be done to find out if a child has an eligible medical condition regardless of family income.  To 
get treatment services, the family must qualify financially.  However, BCMH financial guidelines 
are higher than other programs and many middle-income families will be financially eligible for 
assistance from BCMH.  Many families who have Medicaid or health insurance may need 
BCMH as back-up coverage for the services needed by their children with special medical 
conditions.  The BCMH nurse can link families to other needed personal health services as 
well.  They can also monitor the health status throughout the year on families that qualify for 
the BCMH program.

 
 
BCMH will pay for many services such as: 
 

 Visits to the doctor 

 Hospital stays 

 Lab tests and x-rays 

 Medicines 

 Surgeries 

 Special Equipment like Hearing Aids 
 
To get assistance from BCMH, a child must: 

 Live in Ohio 

 Be under 21 years of age 

 Have a eligible medical condition 

 See a BCMH – approved doctor 
 
For more information, call the Erie County Health Department at (419)626-5623 and ask for the 
BCMH nurse. 

 

 

Dental Clinic Program 

 

The Erie County Health Department opened a new four-chair dental clinic at our Erie County 
Community Health Center in response to data obtained by our Community Health Assessments 
to meet the needs of our residents.   The dental clinic links Erie County residents and 
surrounding communities with oral health care, specifically targeting those who are uninsured, 
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underinsured and have limited access to dental/oral health care.  These residents will be able to 
establish a dental home for ongoing and preventative oral health care.   The Erie County Health 
Department/Erie County Community Health Center is committed to improving the overall health 
of the underserved populations and to assure access to care for current and future health center 
patients. 
 
This dental clinic provides comprehensive preventive, diagnostic, restorative, and emergency 
oral health services to community residents. Community outreach and oral health education will 
be an integral part of the new dental service.  The goal is to increase oral health education and 
prevention programs that will inform, educate and empower people towards increasing their 
optimal oral health.  Clinic services are open to all without regard for ability to pay and without a 
minimum age restriction for children, which assures oral care for our community. The Health 
Center’s dental office’s service hours are M-F, 8-12 and 1-5. 
 
Dental program staff has developed relationships and links with other community dental 
practices for professional support, specialist referral, and coordination of oral health services for 
all clients.  They evaluate their effectiveness, accessibility, and quality to make sure our 
services are population-based.  The ECHD will further research the oral health field for new 
insights and innovative solutions to the dental health problems that our local families are dealing 
with.  
 
Dental Clinic Statistics 

1769  Total Appointments 7/22/2013 – 12/31/2013                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

907  Total Appointments for New Dental Patient 

16  Total Appointments for Emergency Exam 

174  Total Appointments for Extraction 

200  Total Appointments for Filling 

348  Total Appointments for Adult Prophylaxis/Cleaning 

79  Total Appointments for Child Prophylaxis/Cleaning 
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THE ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTER: 

 

DIVISION OF PRIMARY CARE AND CLINICAL 

SERVICES 
 

Erie County Community Health Center 

Erie County’s premier comprehensive community health center providing primary and dental care in a 

patient centered medical home environment. 

The Erie County Community Health Center is a FQHC-LA (Federally Qualified Health Center 

Look-Alike), providing health care services to individuals in Erie County and the surrounding 

areas.  The Erie County Community Health Center provides primary care and a myriad of 

additional healthcare services to patients with a focus on meeting the basic health care needs 

and informing, educating and empowering the community about health issues...  The Health 

Center maintains an open-door policy, providing treatment regardless of an individual’s income 

or insurance coverage.  All insurances and Medicaid plans are accepted.   Additionally, the 

health center proudly serves patients with limited financial resources.  All clinical services and 

programs offered at the Erie County Community Health Center are focused on wellness, 

disease prevention, health promotion, and chronic disease management.   

Our mission statement is:  To provide affordable, quality, comprehensive 

primary and preventative health care across all life cycles in a patient 

centered medical home environment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the Erie County 

Community Health Center is 1 of only 13 

health centers nationwide that is also a public 

entity? 
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The Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH) is an approach to providing comprehensive 

primary care to adults, youth and children.   The PCMH will broaden access to primary care, 

while enhancing care coordination.  The Health Center mobilizes community partnerships to 

identify and solve health problems. Our clinicians and staff will: 

 Take personal responsibility and accountability for the ongoing care of our patients; 

 Be accessible  to our patients on short notice for expanded hours and open scheduling; 

 Be able to conduct consultations through e-mail and telephone; 

 Utilize the latest health information technology and evidence-based medical approaches, as 

well as maintain updated electronic medical records; 

 Conduct regular check-ups with patients to identify looming health crises, and initiate 

treatment/prevention measures before costly, last minute emergency procedures are 

required; 

 Advise patients on preventative care based on environmental and genetic risk factors they 

face; 

 Help patients make healthy lifestyle decisions; and  

 Coordinate care, when needed, making sure procedures are relevant, necessary and 

performed efficiently. 
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Division of Primary Care and Clinical Services and Programs 

          

Service Hours By Appointment     

Monday, Wednesday, Friday:  8am-5pm 

Tuesday and Thursday:  8am-7pm 

419-626-5623 ext. 174 

Health Center Services 

 Breast and Cervical Cancer Program 

(BCCP) Partner 

 Family Planning Services 

 Fluoride Varnish for Child Dental Care  

 Flu Clinics 

 HIV Testing-Confidential 

 Immunizations 

 Individual Health Assessments and 

programs for area businesses and 

employers 

 Kelleys Island Public Health Clinic 

 Lead Testing for Children and Adults 

 Men’s Health Services 

 Pediatrics 

 Physicals-Work and Sports 

 Primary Care (Family Practice) 

 Pregnancy Tests 

 Prenatal/Postpartum Care 

 Preventative Care 

 12 Public Health Outreach Clinics 

 Seasonal Flu vaccine 

 Senior Clinics at Vermilion and 

Bayshore Towers 

 Senior Health Assessments 

 Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) 

Clinic 

 Tuberculosis (TB) testing 

 Travel Vaccine Clinic 

 Women’s Health Services 

 

Did you know the Health Center provides 

evening appointments and services 

throughout Erie County? 

Did you know that the Travel Vaccine Clinic 

located at the Erie County Community Health 

Center is the area’s one stop source to receive 

all your vaccines needed for foreign travel?  
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Services We Provided in 2013 

10,811   Number of Patient Visits to our Health Center 

206        Number of Public Health Outreach Clinics 

1,236     Number of Public Health Outreach Clinic Visits 

454        Number of Public Health Outreach Clinic Service Hours 

2629      Number of Flu shots administered 

459        Number of TB Tests 

150        Number of Lead tests 

48,808   Number of Immunizations administered 

86          Number of Medication Assistance applications  
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Health Center Team 

Medical Director      Clinical Director (RN) 

Infectious Disease Physician     Clinical Supervisor (RN) 

OB/GYN Physician      2 Registered Nurses 

Certified Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner   4 Licensed Practical Nurses 

Physician Assistant, Certified     Medical Assistant 

Public Health Aide      4 Clerical/Billing Staff 

         

Breast and Cervical Prevention Program 

The Erie County Community Health Center is a BCCP provider and partner in Ohio’s Breast and 

Cervical Cancer Project.  The Erie County Community Health Center provides clinical exams 

and services to patients enrolled in the BCCP. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Program 

This program works with the Sudden Infant Death (SID) Network of Ohio and offers information, 

counseling, referral and other supportive services. 

Influenza Clinics at Public Health Outreach Clinics and Main Campus 

These services are conveniently located at the Erie County Community Health Center and the 

Public Health Outreach Clinics.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

recommends that all individuals age 6 months and older receive a flu vaccine each year.  

Influenza (the flu) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by several strains of influenza 

viruses.  It can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to death.  Some people are at 

higher risk for serious flu complications.  This includes young children beginning at 6 months of 

age, pregnant women, and adults 65 years and older, or anyone with certain chronic medical 

conditions (such as asthma, diabetes or heart disease).  The best way to prevent the flu is to get 

vaccinated each year.  The Erie County Community Health Center provided flu vaccine 

throughout the county at our Public Health Outreach Clinics, main campus, schools, churches, 

Did you know that Erie County women were 

provided with access to important screening exams 

for Women’s Health last year? 
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senior centers and numerous businesses and organizations in our community.  During the 

2013-14 flu season, the Erie County Community Health Center provided the quadrivalent flu 

vaccine to provide additional protection against 4 strains of the influenza virus.  Additionally, the 

High Dose flu vaccine was provided to all individuals age 65 and older to provide greater 

protection from the flu virus for our senior population.   

 

 

 

 

Immunizations 

Vaccines for all ages, from birth through the senior years, are provided at the Erie County 

Community Health Center and the Public Health Outreach Clinics.  Recommended Vaccines for 

infants and children begin at 2 months of age (after receiving their first vaccination of Hepatitis B 

at birth) to prevent and protect against diseases such as Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis 

(Whopping Cough), Pneumococcal and Respiratory Diseases, Meningitis, Mumps, Measles, 

Rubella, Varicella (Chicken Pox), Polio and Hepatitis A and B.  It is also recommended that 

adolescents receive vaccination to protect against HPV (Human Papilloma Virus), Meningitis, 

and Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis.    

Erie County Community Health Center is your “Vaccine for Children” (VFC) provider in 

Erie County. We are proud to offer this safety net service to all regardless of the ability to 

pay for vaccines. 

 

 

Did you know that 2,629 doses of flu vaccine were administered during 

2013 at the Erie County Community Health Center and the Public Health 

Outreach Clinics? 

Did you know that the Erie 

County Community Health 

Center accepts all insurances 

for immunizations? 
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Immunization Action Plan 

The Erie County Health Department was awarded funds to support activities that raise infant 

immunization rates in Ohio so that 90% of children will be up-to-date on immunizations by two 

years of age.  This goal will be accomplished primarily through immunization assessment, 

education activities and promoting effective public and private practice changes to improve 

immunization rates.  Our goals, established for our agency included increasing our children’s 

up-to-date rates by implementing a patient recall system and decreasing missed opportunity 

rates.  The Erie County Community Health Center achieved success not only in improving the 

area’s up-to-date rates for children but also decreasing missed opportunity rates for children.  

Our immunization staff has been trained to provide workshops that focus on maximizing office 

based immunizations and tools which assess the medical practice’s immunization status.   

Traveler’s Health  

 

 

All individuals planning to travel outside of the country can call and speak with a member of the 

Immunization staff at the Erie County Community Health Center.  These professionals will assist 

in determining the protection needed for visiting any area of the world and can set-up an 

appointment to receive the recommended or required vaccines.  These vaccines are 

recommended to protect travelers from illnesses present in other parts of the world and to 

prevent the importation of infectious diseases across international borders.  Which vaccinations 

you need depends upon several factors such as your destination, seasons of the year, and 

whether you will be spending time in rural areas.   The only required vaccine by International 

Health Regulations is the Yellow Fever vaccine.  The need for this vaccine will depend upon 

your destination.   The Erie County Health Department is an approved Yellow Fever Vaccination 

Center and can assist and provide you with all of your travel vaccine needs.   

 

    

Did you know that the Erie County 

Community Health Center has Yellow 

Fever, Japanese Encephalitis, Typhoid 

and Rabies vaccines available for your 

foreign travel needs? 
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Public Health Outreach Clinics 

The Erie County Health Department provides services throughout Erie County at these 12 

convenient locations to provide health services to our community.  These services link people to 

needed personal health services and assure the provision of healthcare when otherwise 

unavailable.  Visit our website eriecohealthohio.org for the Public Health Outreach schedule.  

Public Health Outreach Clinics services are by appointment.  Call the Erie County Health 

Department at 419.626.5623, ext. 174 to schedule an appointment at a location near you.   

 Bayview Village Hall    

 Berlin Township Hall 

 Florence Township Hall 

 Groton Township Hall 

 Huron Township Hall 

 Kelleys Island Library 

 Margaretta Township Hall 

 Milan Village Administration Offices 

 Oxford Township Hall 

 Perkins Township Hall  

 Vermilion Township Hall 

 Vermilion on the Lake 

 

Services provided at all sites include:   

 Infant Immunizations 

 Information and 

Referral Resource 

 Adolescent 

Immunizations 

 Adult Immunizations 

 Travel Immunizations 

(with advance notice) 

 Hemoglobin A1C 

 Blood Pressure 

Screenings 

 Blood Lipid Profiles 

 Blood Glucose 

 Child and Adult Lead 

Screening 

 Height/Weight/BMI 

 Individual Health 

Assessments  

 Health Referrals 

 Healthy Lifestyle and 

Safety Education

During 2013, the Public Health Outreach Clinics provided services to the following numbers of 

individuals at these locations: 

Location Number of Patients Number of Services 
Provided 

Bayview 56 201 

Berlin 85 276 

Florence 43 131 

Groton 68 299 

Huron 150 606 

Kelleys Island 133 198 

Margaretta 137 585 

Milan 118 439 

Oxford 32 100 

Perkins 168 635 

Vermilion 117 436 

Vermilion on the Lake 129 397 
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Health Center Quality and Clinical Measures 

The Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) Committee of the Health Center implements 

continuous quality improvement actions through ongoing evaluation and the review of goals, 

method, improved patient outcomes, patient safety and patient satisfaction.   

The Healthcare team at the Erie County Community Health Center collaborates to provide 

quality services to our patients. We diagnose and investigate health problems and health 

hazards in the community. The quality of our services is measured and monitored through 

numerous processes and our participation in state and national projects. We develop policies 

and plans that support individual and community health efforts. We strive to assure a competent 

public health and personal healthcare work force. The Health Center also enforces laws and 

regulations that protect health and ensure safety.  

Each year, the Erie County Community Health Center completes an annual certification process 

with the federal Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). This process is used by 

HRSA to assess our health center’s progress and compliance with Health Center program 

requirements in addition to providing information on clinical and financial performance 

measures. Erie County Community Health Center has set specific goals to meet and improve 

outcomes related to cancer prevention, prenatal health, oral health, Immunizations and chronic 

disease management.  For the annual certification for 2014, Erie County Community Health 

Center has exceeded set goals for diabetes management, prenatal health and wellness, 

immunizations for children, mental health exams and tobacco cessation education.  

The Erie County Community Health Center monitors and reports to the Bureau of Primary 

Health Care the health center’s results of specific quality of care indicators. This information is 

used to evaluate effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of personal and population based 

health services. Erie County Community Health Center’s standard of care has high ranking 

percentages in cervical cancer prevention, diabetes management, health and wellness for 

prenatal mothers and their newborns, immunizations for children, tobacco screening and 

cessation education, weight screening along with physical activity and nutritional counseling, 

asthma management, coronary artery disease management and ischemic vascular disease 

management.   
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DIVISION OF COMMUNITY HEALTH 

2013 Community Health Needs Assessment 
The Erie County Health Department leads the process for conducting an Erie County 
Community Health Assessment every two to four years. This survey was completed in the late 
summer and fall of 2013. The information collected by anonymous survey allows us to track 
changes, both good and bad, in the overall health and wellness of Erie County residents. Most 
of the questions included in the survey remain the same year after year, so that changes over 
time can be seen. Adult surveys were randomly mailed to Erie County residents. Youth surveys 
were conducted, with parental permission, in randomly chosen 7th-12th grade classrooms in all 
public school districts in Erie County.   

Data from the assessment can be used by anyone in Erie County to help identify current issues, 
apply for grant funding for projects, track progress or develop improvement plans. 

The full process for completion of the data assessment and the results of the survey can be 
found on our website at www.eriecohealthohio.org. This data is trended with our 2005, 2008, 
and 2011 Community Health Assessments. 

 
Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) 
Although our health is not totally in our control, we can choose to make healthy living choices 
that can decrease the impact of health issues on our life. This is the goal of a Steering 
Committee formed by 12 Erie County partners focused on improving the health of Erie County 
residents. Together we reviewed current data, asked for feedback and discussed how, as a 
group, we can promote “Healthy Living” in Erie County.  

Through this process the Erie County Community Health Improvement Plan (also called the 
CHIP) was created, and includes long term plans to address 3 priority health issues. The 
priorities are: 1. Decrease Adult Chronic Disease Risk Factors, 2. Motivating and Empowering 
Persons to be their Own Health Advocates, and 3. Decreasing Youth Substance Abuse. The 
CHIP is a long term strategic plan that aims to make slow, steady progress in improving the 
health of Erie County residents. Action teams have been formed and are busy working on 
projects and programs that will help move Erie County towards Choosing Healthy Living. 

 
Health and Wellness Programs 
The Community Health Division utilizes local health assessment data as a guide of Erie 
County’s community health status; the division responds by developing policies and plans 
that support individual and community health improvement. 

The division conducts a broad range of health promotion interventions designed to inform, 
educate, and empower community members about health issues, and how to adopt lifestyle 
changes to encourage healthy outcomes.  Health promotion efforts are targeted at reducing 
chronic diseases such as heart disease, cancer, stroke, and diabetes; all of which are leading 
causes of death among Erie County and U.S. citizens.  Therefore, health promotion 
interventions are planned to promote healthy behaviors which reduce the risk of chronic 
diseases.  Interventions focus on physical activity, exercise, nutrition, cancer, alcohol, tobacco, 
and other drugs, risky behaviors, injuries, and oral health.  All programs are routinely evaluated 
for effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of health services provided. 
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The Community Health Division often mobilizes community partnerships to address local 
health issues in Erie County.  The majority of interventions and programs are offered through 
collaborative efforts between numerous organizations.  Assembling local partners to collectively 
address health issues is more effective than organizations providing fragmented services to the 
community. 

Program Unduplicated Client # Total # Client Encounters 

Walk With a Doc 270 888 

Senior Exercise/Education 125 1081 

Nutrition Sessions 580 1460 

Community Gardening 225 400 

Healthy Lifestyles Sessions 350 1010 

Total 1550 4839 

 
 

 
One of the many community gardens maintained by the Erie County Health Department 

 
 
Smoke-free Workplace 
Through education and enforcement of the Smoke Free Workplace Act over the last six years, 
workers and the public have been protected from the health hazards of smoking and second 
hand smoke. Thirty-two investigations were conducted in 2013, with five resulting in violations.   
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211 – Information and Referral Program 
The community partnership that coordinates and sustains the Erie County 211 system has 
linked over 1400 callers to needed personal health and social services in the community.   
Individuals were referred to services that provided transportation to medical appointments, 
specialized health services and services which supplied basic needs like food and shelter. 

 
ECHD/ECCHC Health Outreach and Promotion 
The Community Health Division staff attended 30 community events across the county 
informing the community about the many services provided by the Health Department and the 
Health Center, educating individuals of all ages about important health information and 
empowering them to adopt healthy lifestyles. 

 
Epidemiology and Surveillance 
The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is charged with the roles and responsibilities 
related to disease surveillance and emergency preparedness and response.  
 
The purpose of disease surveillance is to monitor the health status of the community and to 
diagnose, investigate, and contain emerging health problems. The Office of Epidemiology and 
Surveillance routinely monitors several electronic databases to detect unusual increases of 
disease in our community, including school absenteeism, over-the-counter pharmaceutical 
purchases, and emergency room department visits. In 2013, ECHD received 80 alerts of 
unusual emergency room activity, leading to 28 follow-up investigations. 
 

 
 
The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is also responsible for reporting and investigating 
infectious diseases that pose a major public health concern, either due to their severity or 
potential for epidemic spread.  Hospitals, laboratories, and local doctors and nurses are 
required by Ohio law to notify ECHD when one of these diseases is diagnosed. ECHD will then 
investigate the case and take any follow up action required such as enforcing laws regarding 
isolation, informing and educating people about their illness and how to protect their family 
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members, linking people to needed health services, and conducting research about risk 
factors and transmission.  A total of 602 cases of reportable infectious disease were reported 
and investigated by ECHD in 2013.  The most common of these were sexually transmitted 
infections, such as chlamydia and gonorrhea.  Erie County also saw an increase in Hepatitis C 
from 2012. Foodborne and waterborne diseases are the most common cause of disease 
outbreaks in the community and often require hours of case investigation and follow-up to stop 
the spread of illness. In 2013, ECHD followed up on 26 cases of these illnesses and conducted 
two outbreak investigations.  
 

 
In addition to the above activities, the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance worked to 
maintain a competent workforce by sending employees to the 2013 Cuyahoga County Bed 
Bug Conference and the 2013 Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists Annual 
Conference. ECHD also continued to develop its policies and plans with updates to the 
ECHD Tuberculosis Control Manual and the ECHD Pandemic Influenza Community 
Containment Plan. 

 
Public Health Emergency Preparedness 
The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is responsible for preparing for and responding to 
public health emergencies in Erie County such as natural disasters, pandemics, bioterrorism, 
radiation emergencies, or chemical spills.  
 
ECHD has developed and maintains over a dozen plans and policies related to disaster 
preparedness. In 2013, updates were made to the following ECHD plans: 
 

1. Epidemiological Response Plan: Provides guidance for investigating and containing 
disease outbreaks. 

2. Mass Dispensing / Strategic National Stockpile Plan: Provides guidance in performing 
mass vaccination or medication distribution to the county population. 

3. Interoperable Communication & Health Alert Network Plan: Provides guidance on 
redundant communication pathways and a framework for delivery of urgent public health 
information. 
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ECHD also conducts and participates in numerous drills, exercises, and training events to 
ensure our workforce is competent in emergency response. In 2013, over 20 employees 
received advanced training in the Incident Command System (ICS), a standardized, on-scene, 
all-hazards incident management approach, and participated in a tabletop exercise regarding an 
anthrax release at Cedar Point. ECHD also performs routine call down drills to ensure a rapid 
response from our staff in the event of a public health emergency. In 2013, successful response 
times on these drills exceeded 90%.   
 
Finally, in 2013, ECHD mobilized its partnerships with community physicians to institute a 
wireless emergency notification system (WENS) that would alert the medical community of an 
imminent severe disaster. Currently, almost half of all clinicians in Erie County have agreed to 
participate. 

 

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 

 

WIC is a nutritional education and supplementary food program.  We serve pregnant and early 
postpartum women, Infants 0-1yr, and children 1-5 yrs. who live in Erie and Huron Counties, 
meet our income guidelines and have a medical/nutritional need. In doing so, we inform, 
educate, and empower our clients about health issues and work to link them to necessary 
personal health services. 

The total number of WIC participants for the fiscal year of 2013 was: 4296  

 Sandusky Clinic  1437 

 Vermilion Clinic  150 

 Erie County Total    2937 

 Norwalk Clinic   1359 

 Huron County Total   1359 

 

Farmers Market Nutritional Program: $15 coupon booklets were given to Erie-Huron County 

WIC families.  The number of booklets for the Project was 383 for 2013. 

 Sandusky Clinic   214 

 Vermilion Clinic  22 

 Erie County Total   236 

 Norwalk Clinic   147 

There are 10 Vendors in Erie County who have been approved to redeem WIC coupons: A total 

of $1,064,166.33 was given to venders in redeemed WIC coupons in 2013. 
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Peer Numbers:  

Pregnant women seen for education:  374 

Breastfeeding women seen: 247 

Completed calls to breastfeeding women from office/home:  547 

Number of Manual Pumps given out to participants:   43 

Number of Electric Pumps given out to participants:  61 

 

WIC Baby Showers in partnership with Ohio State Extension: 

Erie County:  Total 36  

Huron County:  Total 36 

Total Project:  72 

 

Happiest Baby on the Block (HBOB)  

Parenting Class that helps parents cope with colicky infants. This grant allowed for anyone to 
attend not just WIC participants. Conducted in partnership with Firelands Regional Medical 
Center 

72 Participants 

43 kits:  12 WIC clients, 31 were non WIC  

 

Safe Sleep Program   

72 people were given information through the HBOB program; 374 were given information 

during prenatal education for total of 446 women who received Safe Sleep information through 

the WIC program. 

Partners for Prevention of Erie County Coalition 

Partners for Prevention of Erie County (PPEC) was formed in 2009 to address the issues of 

alcohol, tobacco and other drug use in Erie County youth. Even with limited funding, the 

coalition, and its members have made an impact on our youth. This was seen in the results of 

the 2013 Community Health Assessment. In 2013, the coalition expanded its mission to include 

Safe Communities activities related to traffic safety. Prevention programs continue to be the 

priority. Coalition membership is open to the community.  
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Division of Construction Program Services 

The Division of Construction Programs is designed to provide immediate response and 

solutions to our residential and commercial building industries. This division offers on-site 

training, assistance, consultations and inspections for residential plumbing, commercial 

plumbing and manufactured home installation inspections and the emerging “healthy homes” 

program which works to eliminate lead poisoning, radon, mercury, mold, moisture and asthma 

triggers. In 2013, the division added a unit to work with another county department in the 

protection of the potable water system within the county. These services were once provided by 

the State of Ohio requiring state employees to travel to Erie County coupled with significant lag 

times in plan approvals and technical decision making. Now, as a local program, we can 

respond to same day service needs and provide the programs at a much more efficient cost. 

The staff in this division pride themselves on working with our communities using good 

governance and sound decision making. 

Plumbing Program 

 
Permits Issued  

50 Commercial Plumbing Permits Issued in 2013 
99 
41 

Residential Plumbing Permits Issued in 2013 
Residential Water Heater Replacement Permits Issued in 2013 

190 Total Plumbing Permits Issued in 2013 

 
Permit Revenue 

$34,525.00 Total Commercial Plumbing Permit Revenue 
$27,750.00 Total Residential Plumbing Permit Revenue 
$62,275.00 Total Plumbing Permit Revenue 

 
Inspection Performed 

259 Commercial Plumbing Inspections Completed in 2013 
505 Residential Plumbing Inspections Completed in 2013 
236 Backflow Inspection Completed in 2013 

1,000 Total Plumbing & Backflow Inspections Completed in 2013 

 
Miscellaneous Program Information 

60 Plumbing Contractors Registered with Erie County Health Department in 2013 
254 Trade Contractors Received Over 1808 Hours of Education Training in 2013 

$5,000.00 Total Revenue from Contractor Registration & Continuing Education in 2013 
1,745 Total Hours Invested in Plumbing Program Activities in 2013 

$67,275.00 Total Plumbing Program Revenue for 2013 
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Manufactured Home Installation Inspection Program 
 

Permits & OMHC Seal Information 
County Permits 

Issued 
Final OMHC Placement 

Seals 
Erie County 7 3 
Huron County 2 4 
Lorain County 10 8 
Totals 19 15 

 
Miscellaneous Program Information 

$12,303.20 Total Permit Revenue in 2013 
124 Total Hours Invested in Manufactured Home Installation Activities in 2013 

 
 
 
Healthy Homes Program 

 
Miscellaneous Program Information 

60,066 Residents Informed Through Radio, TV, Newspaper or Staff Presentations 
492 Hours Invested in Healthy Homes Activities - Excluding Radon & Lead Based 

Paint  
3,811 Total Hours Invested in Healthy Homes Activities for Erie County Residents 

 
Lead Based Paint Hazard Control 

170 Lead Blood Test Conducted for HUD Lead Based Paint Hazard Control Grant 
6 Public Health Lead Investigations Conducted on behalf of Ohio Department of 

Health 
2,998 Total Hours Invested in Lead Based Paint Activities in 2013 

 
Radon Testing & Education 

227 Radon Test Kits Distributed, 212 Received Results, 85 Had Levels Above EPA 
Action Level 

22 Homes Received Additional Testing with Continuous Radon Monitor 
28 Radon Outreach & Education Activities Conducted in 2013 

321 Total Hours Invested in Radon Testing & Education Activities in 2013 
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2013 Commercial & Residential Plumbing Permit Data 
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 Commercial Plumbing Permits  

  

 
$ Political Subdivision 

Permits 
Issued Total Revenue % of Revenue 

 

 
10th Berlin Twp. 0 $0.00  0.00% 

 

 
5th Florence Twp. 2 $1,240.00  3.59% 

 

 
9th Groton Twp. 1 $200.00  0.58% 

 

 
4th Huron Twp. 6 $2,780.00  8.05% 

 

 
7th Margaretta Twp. 1 $580.00  1.68% 

 

 
1st Milan Twp. 6 $11,920.00  34.53% 

 

 
10th Oxford Twp. 0 $0.00  0.00% 

 

 
2nd Perkins Twp. 21 $8,845.00  25.62% 

 

 
8th Vermilion Twp. 1 $240.00  0.70% 

 

 
3rd City of Huron 9 $7,060.00  20.45% 

 

 
10th Village of Bay View 0 $0.00  0.00% 

 

 
10th Village of Berlin Heights 0 $0.00  0.00% 

 

 
10th Village of Castalia 0 $0.00  0.00% 

 

 
6th Village of Kelleys Island 2 $1,080.00  3.13% 

 

 
7th Village of Milan 1 $580.00  1.68% 

 

 
  Outside Erie County 0 $0.00  0.00% 

 

 
  Commercial Totals 50 $34,525.00  100.00% 

  
      

 Residential Plumbing Permits  
  

 
$ Political Subdivision 

Permits 
Issued Total Revenue % of Revenue 

 

 
6th Berlin Twp. 4 $1,035.00  3.73% 

 

 
5th Florence Twp. 4 $1,055.00  3.80% 

 

 
12th Groton Twp. 1 $190.00  0.68% 

 

 
1st Huron Twp. 23 $8,640.00  31.14% 

 

 
7th Margaretta Twp. 4 $965.00  3.48% 

 

 
9th Milan Twp. 2 $730.00  2.63% 

 

 
13th Oxford Twp. 1 $120.00  0.43% 

 

 
2nd Perkins Twp. 16 $4,920.00  17.73% 

 

 
4th Vermilion Twp. 15 $3,465.00  12.49% 

 

 
3rd City of Huron 19 $4,810.00  17.33% 

 

 
11th Village of Bay View 2 $300.00  1.08% 

 

 
15th Village of Berlin Heights 0 $0.00  0.00% 

 

 
14th Village of Castalia 1 $110.00  0.40% 

 

 
8th Village of Kelleys Island 3 $755.00  2.72% 

 

 
10th Village of Milan 4 $655.00  2.36% 

 

 
  Outside Erie County 0 $0.00 0.00% 

 

 
  Residential Totals 99 $27,750.00  100.00% 

 


