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21.12   NALOXONE HYDROCHLORIDE ADMINISTRATION
		
POLICY PURPOSE
	The purpose of this police is to provide procedural guidelines for the administration of Naloxone Hydrochloride by employees of the Erie County Sheriff. 

DEFINITIONS	
Naloxone Hydrochloride – also known by the common trade name of Narcan – is a medication that can Reverse the 	potentially lethal condition caused by an opioid drug overdose in human beings.

Opioid – a sedative narcotic primarily used to relieve pain. When an individual is suffering from an opioid overdose, 	the effects of the opioid interfere with that individual’s ability to breathe properly, and death may occur 	without proper intervention. Common opioids 	include Heroin, Codeine, Demerol, Morphine, Darvocet, 	Fentanyl, Dilaudid, Methadone, Opium, Hydrocodone, Oxycodone, Levorphanol, Vicodin, Oxycontin, 	Tylenol 3, Tylox, Percocet, and Percodan.

Recovery Position - the positioning of an individual suffering from an opioid 	overdose that allows the unconscious 	overdose victim’s airway to remain open and provides for stability of the victim.   To 	provide the proper 	recovery position for a prone opioid overdose victim, the subject should be positioned on his/her left side; left 	leg extended straight down; right leg extended out 90 degrees from the hip.

POLICY
	It is the policy of the Erie County Sheriff to procure suitable supplies of  nasally administered Naloxone Hydrochloride for issuance to Sheriff’s Office employees.   Those employees, who have successfully completed an agency approved course of instruction in the administration of Naloxone Hydrochloride, will then be expected to utilize the medication in the course of their duties in an effort to save the lives of those Individuals in the community who are found to be overdosed on opioids.

PROCEDURE
1.  An employee responding to a call for assistance will, prior to administering nasal Naloxone Hydrochloride, attempt 
     to properly ascertain that the individual involved is experiencing an opioid overdose.  Information to be used to 
     make that determination can include statements from witnesses or relatives of the individual concerning the 
     probability that the individual is experiencing such an overdose; physical evidence at the scene that would indicate 
     an overdose is occurring; visible symptoms that would indicate an overdose is occurring—deep snoring or  gurgling, 
     irregular (or no) breathing, bluish skin tinge, limp limbs, vomiting; and any other articulable information that would 
     lead an employee to believe that the subject is in an opioid overdose condition.

2.  Once an employee has determined to administer Naloxone 	 Hydrochloride, the employee will proceed by 
     removing the end caps from  the non-hypodermic syringe and from the medication capsule.  The nasal spray diffuser 
     will then be attached to the syringe and the medication capsule will be placed inside the syringe.  The medication 
     will then be  dispensed by placing the diffuser in one nostril and dispensing approximately one half of the 
     medication in the capsule into that nostril by pushing on the end of the capsule.  Administer the remaining 
     medication into the second nostril. 

3.  Once the medication has been administered, the individual should be  placed into the recovery position to prevent 
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     asphyxiation due to accidental inhalation of vomit.
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4.  Monitor the individual’s condition.  Be prepared to perform CPR if necessary.  Ensure that the responding 
     emergency medical service provider has been notified that Naloxone Hydrochloride has been administered to the 
     individual.  

5.  Once the individual has been released to the responding emergency medical service and any additional investigation  
     has been completed, the employee administering Naloxone Hydrochloride will complete an appropriate agency 
     report, along with any necessary supplemental documentation that may be required for Health Department, Board 
[bookmark: _GoBack]     of Pharmacy, or any other agency use.

STORAGE
1.  The shelf life of Naloxone Hydrochloride is approximately two years.  Employees who notice that the self-life of 
     any Naloxone Hydrochloride in their possession has expired will follow the chain of command to obtain a fresh 
     supply of the medication. 

2.  Naloxone Hydrochloride, for long term storage, should be stored out of direct light and at room temperature. 
 
3.  Naloxone Hydrochloride should not be left in a motor vehicle for extended periods of time and should not be 
     subjected to extreme heat or extreme cold as those temperatures may impact the medication’s effectiveness. 

