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22.01 OPERATION OF VEHICLES; GENERAL GUIDELINES 

POLICY PURPOSE 
The purpose of this police is to define specific guidelines for the routine operation and maintenance of vehicles operated by members of this agency and owned by the agency and/or by Erie County. 

POLICY STATEMENT
The operation of any motor vehicle is a complex task requiring the full time and attention of the driver. Due to the increased visibility to the public of law enforcement vehicles, and the fact that law enforcement officers are – and should be – held to a higher standard of conduct by the motoring public, it is imperative that the operators of such vehicles be vigilant in their operation at all times. This policy is promulgated to provide standardization in the operational and maintenance responsibilities of members of this agency while operating vehicles owned or controlled by this agency and/or Erie County.

GENERAL OPERATION OF VEHICLES 
1. Marked vehicles will be used by members of this agency, which are assigned to basic patrol functions. 
    Marked vehicles are those vehicles that contain   the distinctive exterior insignia for sheriff’s vehicles as 
    contain the distinctive exterior insignia for sheriff’s vehicles as stipulated in Ohio Revised Code Sections 
    311.081 and/or 4549.13. 
2. Marked vehicles may also be sued by members of this agency assigned to duties other than patrol, Such as 
    court security and/or prisoner transport. 
3. Unmarked vehicles – those that do not contain any exterior insignia – may be assigned to members of the 
    agency that do not require marked vehicles, i.e.: detectives or administrative personnel.
4. Compliance with applicable statues: 
a. All personnel operating agency vehicles for purposes of routine driving will comply with all 
    applicable state or local laws pertaining to the operation of motor vehicles. Routine driving is defined 
    as that driving which dictates vehicle speed consistent with the normal flow of traffic, obedience to   
    vehicle laws and posted signs, adherence to commonly understood rules of the road, and courtesy. 
b. In accordance with the above, lap and/or shoulder belts will be worn by any member of this agency 
    at any time that he/she is operating an agency-owned vehicle. In addition, employees will insure that 
    any passengers in agency owned vehicles comply with any applicable statutes pertaining to occupant 
    restraining devices. 
5. The use of tobacco products of any sort in agency owned vehicles is prohibited. 
6. The use of cellular telephones, texting devices, or other communications equipment (other than the agency 
    2-way radio(s)) by an employee while operating a moving vehicle is prohibited. Agency owned mobile data 
    computers (MDC) may be utilized while the vehicle is moving at the discretion of the employee for vehicle 
    registration checks or other brief uses where the employee’s attention is not distracted from the operation of  
    the vehicle. If there is any concern on the part of the employee that the use of the MDC would not be safe  
    at a particular time or place, the employee will not utilize the device until the vehicle has been stopped. 
7. Those deputies who are assigned agency vehicles will utilize them for agency business only. Agency owned 
    vehicles will not be utilized to conduct personal business.
8. Unauthorized passengers in agency cruisers are hereby prohibited. Unauthorized passengers are those 
    individuals that are not being transported in an agency vehicle for official purposes (i.e.: prisoners, stranded 
    motorists or pedestrians, or others who may need to be transported in an emergency situation). 
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9. Certain individuals may be authorized by the Sheriff or the Sheriff’s Designee to participate in “ride-along” 
    programs wherein the citizen rides with a member of the agency while the employee is performing his or 
    her duties. Such individuals must have executed a waiver of liability prior to being transported in an agency 
    vehicle. This definition includes members of other law enforcement agencies that wish to ride with members 
    of this agency while the rider is not working in an official capacity for his/her agency.

SPECIFIC RESPONSIBLITIES 
1. Employees of this agency will not operate any agency owned vehicle without first receiving approval to do 
    so from a supervisor. 
2. Employees of this agency operating agency owned vehicles are responsible to examine the vehicle prior to 
    use to insure that the vehicle is in satisfactory condition to operate on the roadway. Lights, fluid levels, 
    cleanliness, and general operability shall be checked to ensure the road worthiness of the vehicle. Any 
    damage noted beyond what would be considered wear from normal use will be reported in a report to the 
    Operations Officer.
3. In the event that a vehicle is found to be soiled or filthy – inside or out –by an employee preparing to use it, 
    such condition will be reported in a report to the Operations Officer detailing the problem. The employee 
    using the vehicle will make arrangements for the vehicle to be cleaned as soon as possible. Employees 
    leaving vehicles in such condition will be subject to the disciplinary process. 
4. Sworn deputies will routinely check their vehicles, particularly prisoner transport compartments, to ensure 
    that contraband that could be dangerous to the deputy is not concealed in those areas. It is not unreasonable 
    for deputies to inspect these areas at the conclusion of each prisoner transport, to ensure that contraband or 
    weapons have not been concealed by the transported prisoner. 
5. Due to the myriad of electronic equipment contained therein, agency vehicles will not be used to “jump 
    start” other vehicles, other than agency vehicles, except in emergency situations. 
6. No member of this agency will tamper with or modify the motor, drive train, chassis, electrical system, 
    emissions or exhaust systems, body, finish, or any other part of any county owned vehicle in such a way to 
    modify the operation or appearance of the vehicle without the consent of the Sheriff or Operations Officer. 7. Each employee of this agency will exercise due diligence and care when operating any county-owned 
    vehicle. Failure to do so may subject the employee to the disciplinary process as well as to criminal and/or 
    civil liability.
8. Sworn personnel in plainclothes, when operating agency vehicles, will equip themselves appropriately so 
    that they may respond to any emergency that may occur that may require law enforcement action to be taken. 
    Specifically, employees will carry their agency identification card, a badge, and a sidearm while operating 
    any agency owned vehicle when not in uniform. Sworn personnel are obligated to take – and will take – 
    sufficient action if confronted with a situation requiring law enforcement assistance while operating an 
    agency vehicle.

PROPERTY DAMAGE CAUSED BY AND/OR CRASHES INVOLVING AGENCY VEHICLES-PROCEDURES
1.  Any property damage caused by the operation of a motor vehicle by an agency employee will be promptly   
     and immediately reported to the employee’s supervisor.  That supervisor will ensure that the employee- as 
     soon as practicable- files an internal memo with the Chief Deputy detailing the facts and circumstances that 
     led to the damage being caused. 
2.  If the damage caused is due to an agency vehicle being involved in a traffic crash, in addition to the report 
     required to be filed above the employee and/or his/her supervisor will ensure that the appropriate private 
     property or public roadway traffic crash report is completed.  The Chief Deputy, will be immediately    
     notified in the event that an agency vehicle is involved in a traffic crash on a public roadway, unless the 
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     crash involves the agency vehicle striking an animal in the roadway. 

Appendix A – Waiver of Liability for Passengers in Agency Vehicles.



ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
PATROL RIDE-ALONG APPLICATION AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY


Date of application: _________________ 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The undersigned hereby requests permission from the Sheriff of Erie County or his designee to accompany said Sheriff or deputy sheriff(s) of the Erie County Sheriff’s Office on patrol and in the execution of their regular duties. In consideration of permission for such request being granted, and recognizing the potential danger inherent in law enforcement patrol operations, the undersigned does hereby release and agree to hold harmless said Sheriff of Erie County, Erie County deputy sheriffs, the Erie County Sheriff’s Office, and/or the County of Erie, from any and all liability and/or claim or claims for damages or any type of physical harm that may arise or could arise in connections therewith or as a result thereof. 

This agreement is in full force during the time period beginning at _______M., ________________, 2_______, and ending at __________M., _____________. 2_____. 

In the presence of: 

___________________________________    			 __________________________________ 
Witness 					  		  Signature of applicant 
___________________________________	  		 _________________________________ 
Witness					    		 Parent (if applicant is a minor) 


_________________________________Sheriff of Erie County or designee 

_________________________________Date 


APPROVAL 

Permission is hereby granted/denied for the above applicant to ride-along during the listed time period. 
		     ________________________________ 
  		     Sheriff of Erie County or designee


