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22.02 EMERGENCY OPERATION OF VEHICLES 

POLICY PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to define guidelines for the operators of agency vehicles who are responding to emergencies requiring the urgent presence of the sheriff or a deputy sheriff. 

POLICY STATEMENT
The operation of a law enforcement vehicle, while complex, is made more complicated while the operator of the vehicle is utilizing emergency equipment and responding to urgent requests for assistance. It cannot be overly emphasized that in such situations, if the operator does not exercise proper control of the vehicle and all available emergency equipment, the operator could be subjected to civil and/or criminal liability in the event of a traffic crash. 

DEFINITIONS 
Emergency equipment – a flashing, oscillating, or rotating red, blue, white, or combination of such lights and a siren, 	whistle, or bell capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than five 	hundred (500) feet and of a type approved by the director of public safety (Ohio Revised Code Sections 	4513.17 and 4513.21). 
Emergency driving – the operation of a motor vehicle initiated by a law enforcement officer responding to a    	situation: 
1. that involves a physical assault that is causing or could cause physical harm to a person; or 
2. that involves a serious property crime in progress, i.e.: burglary or  robbery; or 
3. that involves a motor vehicle crash, fire, or other situation that has resulted in, or could result in, 	 	    injury to a person; or 
4. that involves a request by another law enforcement officer for immediate assistance; or 
5. any other situation that is deemed appropriate for an emergency response based upon the above 	 	    criteria and based upon the information  made available to the deputy and his/her supervisor at the 	 	    time the emergency response is initiated.
Public safety vehicle – motor vehicle used by public law enforcement Officers or other person sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the state (Ohio Revised Code Section 4511.01E1). 

PROCEDURES
	Upon a member of this agency receiving information that would require the use of emergency driving, the employe4e will activate all emergency equipment available, including light(s) and siren, and proceed to the location of the incident as quickly and efficiently as possible, exercising due regard for other vehicles or pedestrians on the roadway. If the vehicle is not equipped with at least one emergency light and siren, emergency driving will not be utilized by the employee and the employee will proceed to the scene obeying all applicable traffic laws.

	Once the employee engages in emergency driving, he or she must be aware of, and comply with the provisions of the following applicable Ohio Revised Code (ORC) statutes:

ORC Section 4511.03 – Emergency vehicles to proceed cautiously past red or stop signal.

ORC Section 4511.24 – Emergency (public safety) vehicle excepted from speed limit. 

ORC Section 4511.37B – Turning in roadway prohibited; exception for Emergency or public safety vehicles. 
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ORC Section 4511.45 – Right-of-way of public safety vehicles. 

ORC Sections 4511.452 – Pedestrians yield right –of-way to public safety vehicles. 

Many of these statues provide exceptions to statutory prohibitions regulating certain conduct and allow for operators of public safety vehicles, when utilizing emergency equipment, to engage in driving activities that are normally prohibited. However, most of these statutes contain the language that does not relieve the driver or operator of a public safety vehicle form the duty to drive with and/or exercise due care or regard for other vehicles or pedestrians on the highway – even with emergency equipment activated. Employees must, at all times, exercise extreme caution while engaging in emergency driving and must comply with the above statutes, as well as any other statutes that apply to the operation of public safety vehicles. 

Employees will, when engaging in emergency driving, continually evaluate whether or not that type of response should be continued while enroute to the incident in question. If it becomes apparent that emergency driving is no longer necessary – i.e. response to reported injury traffic crash that is determined to be non-injury; response to an alarm for a felony in progress that is determined to be false – then emergency driving will be discontinued to minimize the risk of a traffic crash that such driving poses to be employee as well as to other motorists on the road. 

In addition, while the types of incidents that may justify the use of emergency driving are listed in the definitions suction, it is not mandatory that emergency driving be utilized in each and every one of those situations. For instance, response to an alarm that is repeatedly false would not justify the use of emergency driving. The final determination as to the use of emergency driving and emergency equipment rests with each individual employee and his/her supervisor; employees are also entrusted to use common sense and to not use the equipment and to not engage in emergency driving if the situation does not absolutely require this type of response. As mentioned above, failure to follow applicable statutes and reasonable standards may result in the employee being exposed needlessly to civil and/or criminal liability.

