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23.01 LAW ENFORCEMENT VESSELS; OPERATION AND STAFFING 

POLICY PURPOSE 
The purpose of this policy is to define guidelines for the operation and staffing of law enforcement vessels by members of this agency. 

POLICY STATEMENT
 Operation of any watercraft, and particularly a law enforcement vessel, is a complex task requiring the full time and attention of the vessel operator and crew. Due to the increased visibility to the public of law enforcement vessels, and the fact that law enforcement officers are – and should be – held to a higher standard of conduct by the boating public, it is imperative that the operators and crew members of such  vessels be vigilant in their operation at all times. This policy is promulgated to provide standardization in the operational and maintenance responsibilities of members of this agency while operating or crewing law enforcement vessels owned or controlled by this agency and/or any other law enforcement agency. 

REFERENCES
Ohio Revised Code Chapter 1547 
Applicable United States Coast Guard Regulations.

GENERAL OPERATION OF LAW ENFORCMENT VESSELS 
1. Law enforcement vessels operated or crewed by members of this agency assigned to marine patrol duties   
shall comply with all requirements as listed in Chapter 1547 of the Ohio Revised Code, any applicable federal laws. 
2. Only those members of this agency having completed a course of instruction approved by the agency will   
participate in the operation or crewing of law enforcement vessels. 
3. Compliance with applicable statues. 
a. All personnel operating or crewing law enforcement vessel will comply with all applicable federal
or state laws and/or local ordinances pertaining to the operation of watercraft. 
b. In accordance with the above, personal flotation devices will be worn at all times by any member
    of this agency while operating or crewing a law enforcement vessel. 
4. The use of tobacco products of any sort while operating or crewing any law enforcement vessel is     
    prohibited.  
5. The use of cellular telephones, texting devices, or other communications equipment (other than the agency
2-way radio(s)) by an employee while operating or crewing a law enforcement vessel while under way will be kept to a minimum, so that full time and attention can be devoted to the operation of the vessel. Agency owned mobile data computers (MDC) may be utilized while the vessel is moving at the discretion of the operator for registration checks or other brief uses where the employee’s attention is not unduly distracted from the operation of the vessel. If there is any concern on the part of the employee that the use of the MDC would not be safe at a particular time or place, the employee will not utilize the device until the vessel has been stopped.
6. Those deputies who are operating or crewing law enforcement vessels will utilize the vessels for agency 
business only. Law enforcement vessels will not be utilized to conduct personal business. 
7. Unauthorized passengers on law enforcement vessels are hereby prohibited.  Unauthorized passengers are
those individuals that are not being transported in a law enforcement vessel for official purposes (i.e.: prisoners, stranded boaters, or others who may need to be transported in an emergency situation). 
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8. Certain individuals may be authorized by the Sheriff or the Sheriff’s designee to participate in ride-along
programs wherein the citizen rides with a member of the agency while the employee is performing his or her duties on a law enforcement vessel. Such individuals must have executed a waiver of liability prior to being transported in an agency vehicle. This definition includes members of other law enforcement agencies that wish to ride with members of this agency while the rider is not working in an official capacity for his/her agency. 

SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITES 
1. Employees of this agency will not operate or crew any law enforcement vessel without first receiving 
    approval to do so from a supervisor. 
2. Employees of this agency operating a law enforcement vessel are responsible to examine the vessel prior 
to use to insure that the vessel is seaworthy and in satisfactory condition to operate on the water. Lights, fluid levels, cleanliness, required equipment, and general operability shall be checked to ensure the seaworthiness of the craft and its suitability for use on a law enforcement mission. Any damage noted beyond what would be considered wear from normal use will be reported in writing to the Operations Officer. 
3. In the event that a vessel is found to be soiled or filthy – inside or out – by an employee preparing to use it,
such condition will be reported in writing to the Operations Officer detailing the problem. The employee operating the vessel will make arrangements for the vessel to be cleaned as soon as possible. Employees leaving vessels in such condition will be subject to the disciplinary process.
4. Vessel operators will routinely check their vessels, particularly prisoner transport compartments, to ensure
that contraband that could be dangerous to personnel is not concealed in those areas. It is not unreasonable for deputies to inspect these areas at the conclusion of any prisoner transport to ensure that contraband or weapons have not be concealed by the transported prisoner. 
5. No member of this agency will tamper with or modify the engine(s) drive train, hull, electrical system,     
emissions or exhaust systems, or any other part of any law enforcement vessel in any fashion without the consent of the Sheriff or Operations Officer.
6. Each employee4 of this agency will, at all times, exercise due diligence and care while operating or 
care while operating or crewing any law enforcement vessel. Failure to do so may subject the employee to the disciplinary process as well as to criminal and/or civil liability. 
7. Regardless of the rank or employing agency of other crew members, the operator of any law enforcement
vessel being operated by or crewed by a member of this agency shall be considered the supervisor of the vessel concerning the operation of the vessel, and all other crew members will defer to the operator. The operator is, therefore, responsible for all decisions concerning the operation and maintenance of the vessel and shall be held responsible in the event of any issues regarding the vessel’s operation. 
8. At no time will members of this agency participate in the operation or crewing of a law enforcement 
vessel when weather or sea conditions would be unfavorable, or in the event of the issuance of a small craft advisor on Lake Erie. If there is any doubt by the operator of the vessel about the safety of a scheduled mission due to sea or weather conditions, the mission will be canceled. 

COLLISIONS INVOLVING DAMAGE TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OR OTHER VESSELS; POCEDURES 
1. Any damage caused by the operation of a law enforcement vessel by an agency employee will be
promptly and immediately reported to the employee’s supervisor. 
2. The employee operating the vessel at the time the damage occurs will submit an internal report to the 
Operations Officer containing sufficient and detailed information pertaining to the incident as soon as possible after the damage has occurred. 
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3. Any collision involving property damage or injury that occurs involving a law enforcement vessel
operated or crewed by a member of this agency shall be immediately reported to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Watercraft and the United States Coast Guard. All reporting requirements of these agencies will be followed. 

EXECPTIONS 
Due to the complex nature of law enforcement activities in general, and water borne law enforcement activities in particular, this policy cannot address all situations that may arise during a law enforcement patrol mission on the water. Employees will be expected to refer to other policies that may apply to a given situation and/or use sound discretion to solve any problems that may arise. 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS OF LAW ENFORMCENT VESSELS; PURSUITS. 
1. Any employee of this agency responding to an emergency situation while operating a law enforcement  
vessel will utilize due caution to prevent, as much as practicable, endangering the safety of other vessels or persons. Emergency lights and siren will be utilized when responding to emergencies. All applicable sections of Policy 22.01 (Emergency Operation of Vehicles) are hereby incorporated into this policy and shall be followed.
2. When pursuing another vessel, any employee operating a law enforcement vessel will utilize due caution. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All applicable sections of Policy 22.01 (Motor Vehicle Pursuits) are hereby incorporated into this policy and shall be followed. 

