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POLICY STATEMENT

The Erie County Sheriff’s Office (ECSO) owns and operates a drone to provide for the protection and safety of the citizens served by the agency, and for the protection and safety of public safety personnel, by providing a safe and efficient aerial observation perspective during public safety incidents and/or law enforcement operations.   Drone operations will be conducted in a safe, professional fashion.

DEFINITION

Drone—includes any unmanned aircraft system and its accessories.


OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES.

1. Drone pilots will be selected at the discretion of the Sheriff and may be sworn or non-sworn, full- or part-time employees of the Sheriff’s Office.   Pilots will possess and maintain a valid Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Remote Pilot Certificate; will be knowledgeable of and will follow all applicable FAA regulations relating to drone usage; will be knowledgeable of and will follow the drone manufacturer’s operating guidelines for any particular drone assigned to the pilot to utilize; will be knowledgeable of and will follow any other applicable ECSO policies regulating his/her duties; and will complete any necessary agency required training.

2. A chief drone pilot may be selected at the discretion of the Sheriff.   This chief drone pilot will oversee the general operation of this agency’s drone program; will ensure that all pilots meet the requirements listed above and receive any needed training; and will be responsible to brief the Sheriff regarding any issues, topics, or needed policy amendments concerning the drone program.

3. Drone(s) used by this agency shall be selected based upon suitability to perform needed tasks balanced by cost.

4. Suitable observer or other assistance, as requested by the pilot, will be provided during a drone flight.   The pilot will not fly the drone if, in his/her professional opinion, conditions are not safe to do so.
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5. 
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]All known legal guidelines will be followed when a drone is used to avoid the potential for violations of civil rights.

7. Drones operated by this agency are available to be used in support of Sheriff’s Office personnel during the performance of their duties, to likewise support public safety personnel from other agencies throughout Erie County, and to also support public safety personnel from any other agency upon request.   The final determination as to the suitability for the use of a drone in any given situation will be made by the Sheriff or his/her designee and the drone pilot. 

8. Drone(s) will be used primarily for aerial observation only.   A drone used by this agency will not be equipped with any type of firearm, chemical agent, or other lethal or less-lethal weapon or device.   

9. Any drone recorded data will not be collected, disseminated, or retained solely for the purpose of monitoring activities protected by the United States Constitution, such as the First Amendment’s protections of religion, speech, press, assembly, and/or redress of grievances (e.g.: protests or demonstrations).   In addition, assurances will be made that adequate procedures are in place to receive, investigate, and address—as appropriate—privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties complaints related to the operation of a drone.

Nothing in this paragraph is meant to be construed as a limitation on the use of a drone to monitor protests or demonstrations to enhance the provision and delivery of public safety services in response to such protest or demonstration. 
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