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24.01(A)  PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION COLLECTION RECEPTACLES

POLICY
	The Erie County Sheriff’s Office is engaged in an ongoing, collaborative effort with other local law enforcement agencies within Erie County and the Erie County Health Department to collect unwanted prescription medications to prevent the diversion of those medications to those who would use the medications illegally.   The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to agency employees and to clarify this agency’s role in that collaborative effort.

PROCEDURES
	Prescription medication collection receptacles provided by the Erie County Health Department have been placed in the lobby of the Sheriff’s Office, and are also currently installed in the lobbies of the Sandusky, Huron, and Vermilion Police Departments.   The Erie County Health Department is responsible for the proper marking of the receptacles.

	It is this agency’s responsibility to regularly remove from and properly dispose of any collected medications from all of the locations listed above, and from any locations that may be added in the future under this collaborative program.   To accomplish that commitment, the following procedures will be followed:

1.  The supervisor of the Detective Bureau will designate a Detective responsible for the collection and 
     disposal of prescription medications.   In the event that a Detective is not available to perform this duty, 
     the Chief Deputy will designate any other Deputy Sheriff to carry out collection and disposal duties.

2.  The designated Deputy Sheriff will, no less than every forty-five (45) days, remove from all of the listed 
     collection receptacles—and from any that may be added in the future—all collected prescription 
     medications.   The collected medications will be properly packaged so as to maintain the confidentiality 
     of the individual who disposed of the medications, or to whom the medications were initially dispensed. 
     The designated deputy sheriff will package separately medications collected from each collection 
     receptacle. 

3.  The designated Deputy Sheriff will, as soon as possible after the collection of the prescription 
     medications has been completed, transport the collected medications to the Erie County Health  
     Department and properly weigh them.    Medications collected from each receptacle will be separately   
     weighed.

4.  The designated Deputy Sheriff, after weighing the collected medications as outlined above, will secure 
     the medications in the designated area at the Erie County Health Department. The Erie County Health 
     Department will be responsible for the ultimate destruction of the collected medications by incineration, 
     either by Health Department employees or by a contractor. At least one other individual, along with the 
     designated Deputy Sheriff, will witness  the medications being placed in the properly secured area at the 
     Erie County Health Department.   Only the Sheriff or Chief Deputy may authorize the destruction of any  
     collected medications by any method other than the procedure outlined above.   
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5.  The designated Deputy Sheriff, after the medications are properly weighed and stored at the Erie County  
     Health Department, will generate a report listing at least the following information:
a.  the date of the collection of the medication; and

b.  the total weight of the medication collected from each individual collection receptacle; and

c.  the date and time that the collected medications were weighed and stored at the Erie County 
[bookmark: _GoBack]     Health Department; and

d.  the names of any and all witnesses to the process.

	The same process listed above will be followed at the conclusion of any prescription drug take-back events that occur on an irregular basis throughout the community and that are sponsored or coordinated by this agency.

REFERENCE.
   	Ohio Administrative Code 4729-8-02.






	
