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25.01 CHILD ABDUCTION POLICY (AMBER ALERT) 

POLICY STATEMENT
The Erie County Sheriff’s Office considers the suspected abduction of a child to be an investigative priority. Statistics have shown that the no-family abduction of a child will, and very likely, result in the infliction of injury, perpetration of sexual assault, and/or death of the abducted child. 

The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures to be followed in the event that the abduction of a child is reported to this agency. The proper and prompt dissemination of information to the public in such an instance has proven vital to ensuring the safe return of the child and has proven to be of great assistance in the identification, apprehension, and prosecution of the involved person(s). The experience in the law enforcement community in this country has been that there exists a “window of opportunity” lasing only a few hours in which the abducted child is likely to be located unharmed. 

DEFINITIONS
For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions are applicable 
AMBER ALERT – the word AMBER is an acronym for Americans Missing Broadcast Emergency 				Response. In 1996, nine year old Amber Hagerman was abducted and killed in the Dallas, Texas 			area. The Dallas Police Department’s Amber Plan was initiated in 1997 to help safely recover 			missing children that are believed to have been abducted. The Amber Alert utilizes electronic media 			and other resources to disseminate information pertaining to the abducted child and/or the suspect as 			quickly as possible throughout the general geographical area surround the location from which the 			child was abducted.
CHILD – a person who is under the age of eighteen (18) years of age. 

CECOMS – Cuyahoga Emergency Communications System. 

PROCEDURES
In the event that a report of a child abduction is received by this agency, the communications officer receiving the report will obtain as much pertinent information as possible from the reporting person. This information will include a description of the child and the child’s clothing, a description of the suspect(s) and clothing, and a description of the involved vehicle, if applicable. This information will then be immediately broadcast to the deputy sheriff in whose assigned patrol zone the reported abduction has occurred. That deputy will the immediately respond to meet directly with the reporting person. The shift supervisor will also be notified by the communications officer and will respond to the area to supervise the initial investigative efforts. At the discretion of the shift supervisor, other deputies may also be advised to respond to the general area of the reported abduction in an attempt to locate the child. The shift supervisor will ensure that the communications officer(s) have disseminated the initially obtained information to any other law enforcement agencies in the immediate area of the reported abduction. The Sheriff, Operations Officer, and a member of the Detective Bureau will also be notified as soon as possible after the above steps have been taken. 

The deputy investigating the incident will determine as soon as possible, based upon interviews with the reporting person and/or any witnesses, if the following criteria are present for activation of the Amber Alert: 
	1. The abducted individual is a child; and 
	2. There is credible information that suggests that the child was forcibly or intentionally removed
                 or lured away from his/her location and the child remains missing; and 
	3. The deputy believes that the child is in danger of serious bodily harm or death; and
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4. There is enough descriptive information about the child, alleged abductor(s), and/or alleged 
abductor(s) vehicle to believe an immediate broadcast alert will assist in locating the child. 

In evaluating whether all of the listed criteria are present, the following circumstances should be considered: 
	1. The age of the child; health and condition of the missing child; 
	2. The time, place, and manner of the abduction or circumstances related to the child’s disappearance including 	    timeliness of the report; 
	3. Reliability of eyewitness accounts of the circumstances surrounding the abduction, including information 	  	    describing the child victim, the perpetrator, vehicle, license plate number, and/or description of the location 	    of the abduction; 
	4. Danger presented to the child; 
	5. Review of any convincing, circumstantial evidence of foul play; and 
	6. Determination by the investigating deputy upon credible evidence that an Amber Alert may enhance the 	  	    recovery of the child.

In the event that the listed four (4) mandatory criteria are met, the investigating deputy and/or his/her shift supervisor will notify the Sheriff or Operations Officer in that order. Authority to activate an Amber Alert for the abducted child will be obtained from either the Sheriff or Operations Officer. In the event that neither may be contacted in a timely fashion, utilizing all available means, the shift supervisor will authorize the Amber Alert activation. 

Once a decision is made to activate the Amber Alert, the following steps will be taken: 
1. The Sheriff or Operations Officer will ensure that sufficient personnel are assigned to investigate the  
    abduction. 
2. The investigating deputy’s supervisor will ensure that a parent of the abducted child executes a Liability
Agreement (Appendix A), and an authorization for Release of Juvenile Information (Appendix B). Once completed, these forms will be placed in the investigative case file for later reference. The information on these forms is to be printed legibly. 
3. The investigating deputy’s supervisor will ensure that an Amber Alert Information sheet, and an Amber
Alert Alleged Abductor(s) information sheet (Appendix C, pages 1 and 2), are completed as thoroughly as possible. The information on these sheets should be printed legibly. 
4. The Sheriff or Operations Officer, with input from the investigating deputy and his/her supervisor, will 
compose a message to be transmitted by CECOMS via the National Weather Service and electronic media. The message will be composed – exactly as it should be read – on the exact message to be Transmitted form (Appendix C, Page 3). The information on this should be printed legibly. 
5. The communications officer will contact CECOMS, the agency designated to disseminate Amber Alert
    information for Erie County, at the telephone number(s) on file in the Communications Office. 
6. All of the above listed forms will be faxed to CECOMS at the telephone number(s) on file in the  
    Communications Office. 
7. Upon receiving the faxed information, and after verifying it by telephone, CECOMS will activate the 
    Emergency Alert System via the National Weather Services and will also notify all other participating  
    electronic media outlets. 
8. The communications officer will enter the abducted child into LEADS/NCIC, and also enter the abducted
    child into the LEADS Amber Alert file. 
9. The communications officer will contact the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children at the 
telephone number on file in the Communications Office to report the missing child(ren)case.
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ASSISTANCE TO OTHER LAW ENFORMCEMENT AGENCIES 
The Erie County Sheriff’s Office has been designated as the central dissemination point for information regarding any child abduction in Erie County that requires the dissemination of information to the various agencies listed above. In the event that another law enforcement agency contacts the Erie County Sheriff’s Office and requests activation of the Amber Alert system, the following steps will be taken: 
1. The Sheriff or Operations Officer will be contacted to review the investigation with the investigating  
     agency to ensure that the criteria for an Amber Alert are met. 
2. Communications Officers will forward the forms contained in the appendix to the investigating agency to 
complete. Personnel from this agency will cooperate with personnel from the investigating agency, if requested to do so, to assist in proper completion of the forms. 
3. Communications Officers will the contact CECOMS and fax the forms to that agency, following the 
procedures previously outlined in this policy. 
4. Other assistance will be rendered as needed to the investigating agency.
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LIABILITY AGREEMENT

I hereby acknowledge that the information that I have provided, or will provide, to the Erie County Sheriff’s Office or any other law enforcement agency is truthful, factual, and correct. 

As the parent or legal guardian, I am aware that in order for the Erie County Sheriff’s Office to enter a child as being abducted and endangered, the following criteria must be met: 

1. The child is under eighteen (18) years of age; 

2. There is credible information that suggests that the child was forcibly or intentionally removed or    
    lured away from his/her location and remains missing; 

3. The law enforcement agency believes that the child is in danger of serious bodily harm or death; and
 
4. There is enough descriptive information about the child, and/or alleged abductors, and/or alleged 
    abductor’s vehicle to believe that an immediate broadcast alert will assist in locating the child. 

I am also aware that I may be charged criminally for committing the crime of Obstructing Official Business, Ohio Revised Code Section 2921.31, and/or other criminal offenses if I knowingly provide false information to the Erie County Sheriff’s Office or to any other law enforcement authorities. 

My signature below is my acknowledgement that I have read and fully understand this document. 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Last name 			    		First name	 				     Middle name
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Current address, including apartment number (if any), city, state, and zip 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of parent/legal guardian						 	            Date
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Appendix B 




AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF JUVENILE INFORMAITON

For a period of one year from the execution of this document, the undersigned authorized full disclosure of all records concerning the below listed juvenile to the Erie County Sheriff’s Office and/or any agent of any municipal, township, county, state, or federal law enforcement agency, or of the State of Ohio, whether the records are of a public, private, internal, or confidential nature. I direct the release of such information regardless of any agreement I may have made to the contrary with any entity or individual to whom the juvenile’s information is released or presented. 

The intent of this authorization is to give my consent for full and complete disclosure of confidential juvenile information. Additionally, I understand the duty of the Erie County Sheriff’s Office to release any information to the proper authorities and make other reports as may be mandated by law. I also certify that any person(s) who may furnish such information concerning the below listed juvenile shall not be held liable for giving this information; and I do hereby release such person(s) from any and all liability which may be incurred as a result of furnishing such information. I further release the Erie County Sheriff’s Office, the Ohio Emergency Management Agency, the Ohio Broadcasters Association and its agents and designees, under this release, from any and all liability which may be incurred as a result of furnishing such information. I further release Cuyahoga County and CECOMS and their agents, officers, employees, administrators, representatives, and servants from any and all liability that may be incurred as a result of furnishing such juvenile information, and waive any restrictions imposed by law in disseminating such information. 
	A photocopy of this release document will be valid as an original thereof.

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 
Juvenile for which information release is authorized; 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

DOB:_________________  				 SSAN:__________________________________
Parent/legal guardian authorizing release of information: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last name First name Middle name 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Current address, including apartment number (if any), city, state, and zip 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of parent/legal guardian Date
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URGENT FAX
THE NORTHEAST OHIO AMBER ALERT URGENT FAX

REQUESTING AGENCY:_______________________________________________________________ 

DATE:__________________________________                   TIME:______________________________ 

AUTHORIZED BY:_______________________________________________________________________ 

CALL BACK NUMBER:___________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER (PIO):____________________________________________________ 

MISSING CHILD’S NAME:_________________________________________________________________ 

DOB:_____________________________ AGE:_____________________ RACE_______________________ 

HEIGHT:___________ WEIGHT:___________ EYES:__________ HAIR:__________ SEX:_____________ 

SCARS, MARKS, TATOOS OR ADDITIONAL PHYSICAL OR MEDICAL CONDITION INFORMATION:__________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CLOTHING DESCRIPTION:________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE (IF KNOWN) OR LOCATION LAST SEEN:___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TIME:__________________________________           DATE:______________________________________ 

PHOTOGRAPH AVAILABLE: 	YES		 NO
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AMBER ALERT
ALLEGED ABDUCTOR(S) INFORMATION SHEET

NAME OF ALLEGED ABDUCTOR INVOLVED (IF KNOWN):________________________________ 

DESCRIPTION:_______________________________________________________________________ 

RELATIONSHIP TO VICTIM OR FAMILY (CIRCLE ONE): 	YES 	NO 

IF RELEATED, HOW?__________________________________________________________ 

DESCRIPTION OF OTHER ALLEGED ABDUCTOR:________________________________________ 

DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE(S): YEAR:________ MAKE:_____________ MODEL:______________ 

PLATE NUMBER AND STATE:______________________________ COLOR:____________________ 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION OF VEHICLE:________________________________________ 

OTHER MEANS OF TRNSPORTATION USED:_____________________________________________ 

DIRECTION OF TRAVEL IF KNOWN:____________________________________________________ 

DESTINATION IF KNOWN:_____________________________________________________________ 

OTHER INFORMATION:_______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE CONTACT THE ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE WITH INFORMATION AT: 

TELEPHONE: 419-625-7951     FAX: 419-627-7547    EMAIL ADDRESS: sheriff@eriecounty.oh.gov
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ECSO Policy 25.01 
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EXACT MESSAGE TO BE TRANSMITTED
“The Erie County Sheriff’s Office in Sandusky, Erie County, Ohio, has issued an Amber Alert. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Anyone having any information on this abduction please call the Erie County Sheriff’s Office at (419)625-7951.” 

CECOMS will transmit this message to WTAM and the National Weather Service. 

CECOMS will receive media alert information via fax that will need to be refaxed to all media outlets. 

Upon the confirmed recovery of the child by any law enforcement agency, the initiating agency will immediately send the CANCELLATION FAX to CECOMS. CECOMS will then fax the cancellation to all participating media outlets. 

NOTE: CECOMS will only fax CANCELLATION; it will not activate the emergency alert system for cancellation. 

The on call CMEIMS Commander must be paged on all Amber Alerts.
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ECSO Policy 25.01 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]AMBER ALERT
CANCELLATION

PLEASE CANCEL THE AMBER ALERT REGARDING (MISSING CHILD’S NAME):________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REASON FOR CANCELLATION (i.e.: child located uninjured, ect.):_________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONCLUSION (i.e.: alleged abductor arrested, etc.):_______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



AUTHORIZED BY:_________________________________________________________________________ 

DATE:____________________________________ 

TIME:___________________________________



















