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25.02 MISSING CHILDREN POLICY 

POLICY STATEMENT
The Erie County Sheriff’s Office considers the report of a missing minor child to be an investigative priority. Such reports will be investigated expeditiously to provide for the safe return of the missing child as soon as possible. 

DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions are applicable: 

Minor-a person under eighteen (18) years of age [Ohio Revised Code Section 2901.30(A)(2)]. 

Missing children or missing child – a minor who has run away from or otherwise is missing from the home 
of, or the care, custody, and control of, the minor’s parents, parent who is the residential parent and legal custodian, guardian, legal custodian, or other person having responsibility for the care of the minor [Ohio Revised Code Section 2901.30(A)(3)(a)]. 

A minor who is missing and about whom there is reason to believe the minor could be the victim of a violation of Sections(s) 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.03, or 2919.23 of the Ohio Revised Code, or of a violation of Section 2905.04 of the Ohio Revised Code as it existed prior to the effective date of the amendment [Ohio Revised Code Section 2901.30(A)(3)(b)]. 

Jurisdiction – includes all areas within Erie County not provided law enforcement services by a local law 
enforcement agency; and those areas that are provided law enforcement services by a local law enforcement agency that, at the time of the report, has no officer on duty or available to respond to investigate the report of a missing child. 

PROCEDURES 
Complaints of missing children will be accepted from a parent or legal guardian of the child. Upon the receipt of a report from a parent or legal guardian of a child missing from any area within this agency’s area of jurisdiction, the dispatcher receiving the report will immediately forward the information to a deputy sheriff so that the complaint may be investigated. In the event that the child has been noticed missing immediately prior to the call, and the reporting party has reason to believe that the child could still be in the area where the child was last seen, the dispatcher will obtain a physical description of the child as well as a clothing description. This information will be relayed to the deputy sheriff(s) responding to investigate the matter, in the event that the child may be observed in the area. 

The deputy sheriff assigned to investigate the complaint will be responsible for obtaining detailed information regarding the child, including a complete physical and clothing description (if known), a photograph, fingerprints or other identifying items (i.e.: DNA samples that the parents may possess)and all other information that may be pertinent to the child’s disappearance. Immediately after the receipt of this information, the deputy sheriff will forward appropriate information to the dispatcher and the child will be entered into the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) through the Ohio Law Enforcement Automated Data System (LEADS) as soon as possible by the dispatcher on duty.
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It is mandatory that an NCIC entry of any missing child whose disappearance is being investigated by this agency will be made immediately after the receipt of the report of the missing child. It is the responsibility of the deputy sheriff investigating the child’s disappearance to provide the necessary information to the dispatcher on duty so that such an entry may be made. Immediately after the receipt of the information, the dispatcher receiving the
1

information from the investigating deputy sheriff will cause the information to be entered into NCIC. The only exception to this requirement would be if the missing child is recovered prior to the NCIC entry being made. [Ohio Revised Code Section 2901.30(C)]. 

As soon as possible after the information is obtained, the dispatcher on duty will notify all law enforcement agencies in this county, and surrounding counties, of pertinent information pertaining to the missing child through the use of the LEADS system and/or radio broadcast(s). All law enforcement agencies in Erie County who do not have a LEADS terminal will be notified of the missing child via a facsimile transmittal of the LEADS message. [Ohio Revised Code Section 2901.30(D)]. 

In the event that the parent or legal custodian is reasonably certain the child is a runaway, the investigating deputy sheriff should – in most cases – make arrangements with the parent for the filing of an unruly child complaint through the Erie County Juvenile Court. In the event that the investigating deputy sheriff determines that such a charge would not be warranted, the reason(s) for a charge not being filed should be documented in the report. 

Subsequent to the original report regarding the missing child, any additional information received by a dispatcher regarding the child’s disappearance will be forwarded to a deputy sheriff for further investigation. The information received and the steps taken to investigate that information will be documented in a supplemental report. The deputy sheriff investigating this supplemental information will, if the information did not originate from the parent or legal guardian, communicate the information received to that individual and the outcome of the investigation that was done pursuant to the receipt of the supplemental information. 

In the event that information is received regarding the missing child’s location or destination, the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction at the particular location or locations will be notified to be on the lookout for the child and/or to take the child into custody.

When the child is located, the NCIC entry will be canceled immediately by the dispatcher receiving such information. A LEADS message advising the agencies in this and surrounding counties of the child’s recovery will also be sent. A deputy sheriff will be assigned to investigate the circumstances surrounding the child’s recovery by interviewing the parent(s) and/or child. The information regarding the child’s recovery will be documented in a supplemental report.

In the event that a missing child is not located within thirty (30) days, it will be the responsibility of the Detective Bureau to make arrangements to obtain the child’s dental records from the child’s dentist. The dentist is responsible to encode the records in such form so that the records may be entered into the NCIC database. Once received from the dentist, the Detective Bureau will forward the records to the dispatcher on duty and that dispatcher will make arrangements to have the records entered into the NCIC database. The dental records will be stored in this agency’s files for further reference, if needed. The entry of the dental records into the NCIC database will be documented in a supplemental report. [Ohio Revised Code Section 2901.30(F)]. 

In the event that this agency is contacted by another law enforcement agency with information that a missing child, whose disappearance is being investigated by that agency, is or may be within our jurisdiction, all assistance necessary will be extended to that law enforcement agency in an attempt to locate the missing child. Appropriate action based upon the circumstance, including relay of the missing child to another law enforcement agency, the child’s parents, or incarceration in the Erie County Juvenile detention Center, will be taken if the child is located. 
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To assist in locating a missing child and/or an abducted child as defined in Policy 25.01, the following agencies and/or services may be utilized in addition to the procedures outlined above: 
1. A Child is Missing (ACIM) program. Information regarding this program will be maintained in the
    dispatch office. Through this program, multiple telephone calls are made to telephone subscribers in the  
    immediate area where the child disappeared. The Sheriff or Operations Officer is to be contacted for 
    approval prior to implementation of this program. If neither the Sheriff nor the Operations Officer is 
[bookmark: _GoBack]    available, the shift supervisor will make the determination. 
2. National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, telephone 800-843-5678.  This organization 
    operates a 24 hour hot-line and may assist by providing nationwide dissemination regarding the missing 
    child. 
3. Contact may be made with local print and electronic news media with a request to disseminate 
    information to readers, listeners, or viewers concerning the missing child. 
4. Any other organization, group, or individual that may possibly assist in locating the missing child.

