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36.01 WINTER WEATHER ROAD CONDITION ADVISORIES 
		
POLICY STATEMENT
	A numerical system of winter weather road condition advisories has been developed for voluntary use by county sheriffs throughout the State of Ohio. This system is utilized to notify the motorists when hazardous traveling conditions may exist on the roadways due to snow or ice. Employees of the Erie County Sheriff’s Office will utilize this system when necessary to advise the public of potential travel hazards within Erie County. 

DEFINITIONS	
Level 1 – Roadways are snow covered and slippery due to snow or ice buildup. Motorists should use caution if they 	choose to drive. 

Level 2 – Roadways are hazardous due to blowing and drifting snow. Only those motorists who believe that that it is 	absolutely necessary should drive. Employees are encouraged to contact their employers concerning work 	schedules. 

Level 3 – Roadways are closed to all non-emergency travel due to severe winter weather conditions. No one should 	be traveling on the roadways unless an emergency exists. Employees are encouraged to contact their employers 	concerning work schedules. Those operating a vehicle on the roadway and/or any passengers in a vehicle being 	operated on a roadway within the  county without sufficient emergency justification may be subject to arrest  	or issuance of a summons pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Sections 2917.11(A)(5) and/or 2917.13(A)(3). 
	
Shift supervisor – means the senior ranking Patrol Division deputy sheriff on duty. 

POLICY		
	Only the shift supervisor may determine to cause to be issued, on behalf of the Sheriff, a Level 1 or Level 2 winter weather road conditions advisory. Only the Sheriff or operations Officer may determine to cause to be issued, on behalf of the Sheriff, a Level 3. 
		
	If, due to road conditions, the shift supervisor determines that a Level 1 or Level 2 winter weather road condition advisory is necessary based upon the above criteria, the shift supervisor will notify a dispatcher to implement the appropriate advisory level. The dispatcher receiving that request will log the request and will then implement the advisory by following the set notification procedure – to include notifying local media outlets, placing the appropriate message on the Sheriff’s Office website, and making 	any other notifications as directed. 
		
	The same procedure as noted above will be followed in the event that a Level 3 winter weather road condition advisory is deemed necessary. In that event, the shift supervisor will notify the Sheriff or Operations Officer of the necessity for the implementation of a Level 3 advisory. A Level 3 advisory will only be issued after consultation with the Erie County Engineer’s Office and other state or local highway departments as may be necessary. Once approval is received for that implementation, proper notification will be made as noted above. 
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As shift supervisors determine that advisories should be downgraded or canceled, the same procedures as noted above will be followed in reverse order, including media advisories and web site postings. 
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