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38.01  OHIO TURNPIKE

POLICY
	County Sheriffs throughout Ohio have full law enforcement authority on the Ohio Turnpike.   The Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) has concurrent jurisdiction on the Turnpike pursuant to state law and a contract with the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission (OTIC).   Emergency calls for service from individuals and/or motorists on the Ohio Turnpike are routinely received by this agency.   The purpose of this policy is to provide direction to agency employees concerning calls for service involving the Ohio Turnpike.   Unless otherwise indicated, nothing in this policy is meant to limit this agency’s law enforcement responsibilities based solely upon an incident occurring on the Ohio Turnpike.

DEFINITION

Employee—includes the Sheriff, any Deputy Sheriff, or any Dispatcher.

PROCEDURES

1. Any call for service involving a situation on the Ohio Turnpike will be immediately
forwarded and/or transferred by the employee receiving the call to the dispatch center designated by OSHP.   If the call cannot be immediately forwarded or transferred, the employee receiving the call will take the necessary information and will forward that information to OSHP as soon as possible.   OSHP will generally handle the situation and no further action will be required on the part of this agency.

2. Any call for service involving a situation adjacent to—but not on—the Ohio Turnpike will be dispatched to the appropriate Sheriff’s Office employee and/or other public safety agency that may need to respond based upon the situation.   If it appears that the situation may interfere with motorists traveling on the Ohio Turnpike, OSHP will be dispatched as noted above.  

3. In the event that a pursuit—either on foot or by vehicle—is initiated by a Sheriff’s       Office employee, and that pursuit enters the Ohio Turnpike, OSHP will be advised as noted above.   Any vehicle pursuit will be continued or terminated based upon this agency’s pursuit policy, and will not necessarily be terminated based solely upon the fact that the pursuit has entered the Ohio Turnpike.   However, if the responsible supervisor determines that the pursuit will continue and OSHP becomes involved, due consideration will be given by the responsible supervisor to ordering the termination of the pursuit at that point.   Foot pursuits will be handled on a case-by-case basis.
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5. The Sheriff’s Office has received two types of transponders—EZ Pass transponders and non-revenue transponders that allow for access through public toll gates and/or maintenance gates along the Ohio Turnpike.   The EZ Pass transponders are white and are generally placed in prisoner transport vans.   These transponders allow for entry to and exit from the Ohio Turnpike only through publicly utilized toll gates.  The non-revenue transponders are orange, are generally assigned to individual employees assigned to patrol duties, and allow for access through all gates, including maintenance gates that allow access to the Ohio Turnpike from various township/county/state routes throughout the county.    

6. Employees will only utilize non-revenue transponders to enter or exit Ohio Turnpike maintenance gates if engaged in a pursuit or response to an emergency situation that was initiated by an employee of this agency, or upon the request of OSHP.  Employees are encouraged to periodically test the operation non-revenue transponders at one of the maintenance gates throughout the county, but only to determine if the transponder is functioning properly.   Employees testing a transponder in such a fashion will not enter the Ohio Turnpike once the maintenance gate in question is observed to activate.

7. Non-revenue transponders will never be utilized by an agency employee to access the Ohio Turnpike for purposes of prisoner transportation or extradition, travel to or from training events, or any other non-emergent situation.   Employees utilizing the Ohio Turnpike for travel for non-emergency situations will either:

	a.  obtain an agency issued EZ Pass transponder, or

	b.  obtain an agency issued Ohio Turnpike tolls credit card, or

	c. sign and present the toll ticket to the toll collector upon exiting the Ohio Turnpike and explain 	  	    to the toll collector that travel was for official agency duties, or

	d.  pay the toll upon exiting the Ohio Turnpike and submit a receipt for agency reimbursement.

8. All non-revenue transponders contain unique serial numbers and will be issued to individual employees, who will be responsible for their proper use.   The receipt to be signed by employees receiving a non-revenue transponder is attached to this policy.   Employees should always be aware that the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission may audit transponder use at any time.   

9. Transponders will be mounted in the center of the front windshields of agency       vehicles, either above or directly below the rear view mirror mount.
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RECEIPT FOR OHIO TURNPIKE AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMISION NON-REVENUE TRANSPONDER.

I have received one Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission Non-Revenue Transponder.   I acknowledge that I am responsible for its proper use as outlined elsewhere in this policy.

Non-Revenue Transponder serial number: ______________________________

Received by (printed name): _____________________________

                             Signature: _____________________________

Date: _____________________




