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43.01   RESPONSE TO CALLS INVOLVING EXPLOSIVES AND/OR SUSPECTED EXPLOSIVES OR         

            EXPLOSIVE DEVICES.

POLICY PURPOSE


This policy is published to provide employees with guidelines to be utilized when responding to calls for service involving the presence of explosives and/or suspected explosives or explosive devices.   While each situation involving explosives or suspected explosives is unique and requires specific decisions to be made regarding that specific set of circumstances, these general guidelines will be followed in such instances to minimize the danger posed to the community and public safety personnel.
DEFINITIONS

Explosive—any substance that meets the common definition of that word, or an item commonly thought of or 
referred to as the active ingredients contained in a a “bomb,” whether manufactured commercially or by an 
individual(s), including: dynamite, TNT, blasting powder, gunpowder, liquid contained in activated bottle 
(Drano, Works) bombs, flammable liquids fashioned to act as  explosive devices, and any other such 
substance; including military ordnance but excluding commercially manufactured fireworks.
Explosive device—any item containing an explosive and designed explode or to act as a “bomb” using that word’s 
common definition; including military ordnance but excluding commercially manufactured ordnance.

Employee—any agency employee.

Bomb Squad—the Lorain County Sheriff’s Office Bomb Squad.

POLICY


Upon the receipt of a report of the presence of a suspected explosive or explosive device, the dispatcher receiving such report—after obtaining all necessary information, including contact information for the caller—will immediately notify appropriate employees to respond and will also notify the senior Patrol Division employee on duty.


Responding employees will utilize all necessary precautions based upon the initial report and will, if at all possible, meet with the complainant(s) prior to taking any further action.


Dependent upon the complainant information, it may be appropriate to do nothing other than to determine if the establishment of a perimeter is needed and/or if an evacuation of the area may be required until the arrival of the Bomb Squad.    Those decisions will be made after consulting with a supervisor and/or with members 
of the Bomb Squad


Dependent upon the type of explosive device that may be involved, it may be appropriate for responding employees to limit or ban altogether the use of any type of electronic device that transmits a signal (cell phones, portable radios) in proximity to the device.     


This agency utilizes the Lorain County Sheriff’s Office Bomb Squad for response to all calls that necessitate the response of trained bomb technicians for the proper recovery and disposal of explosives or explosive devices. 


At no time will any employee handle, transport, or store at the Erie County Sheriff’s Office, or in any other building, any recovered suspected explosive or explosive device that has not been identified as, or rendered safe by, a member of the Bomb Squad or other individual competent to make such a judgment.   Any explosive or explosive will only be so handled, transported, or stored if necessary for evidentiary or training purposes.   

The Sheriff and Chief Deputy will be notified as soon as possible of any calls covered under this policy.
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