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44.01 SMOKING PROHIBITED 
	
	Smoking has been proven to be a health risk. Smoking in public places, including the Erie County Sheriff's Office, is prohibited pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 3794. This policy has been developed to recognize the risks associated with smoking and to comply with state law. 
	
	Smoking is prohibited within the Sheriff's Office; on the grounds of the Sheriff's Office; and within 	any building or room under the control of the Erie County Sheriff. This prohibition extends to all Sheriff’s Office employees and to any 	visitors to the Sheriff’s Office. The only exception to this policy for employees of the Sheriff's Office who choose to smoke inside their personal vehicles, parked on the grounds of the Sheriff's Office, during uncompensated time-and such conduct is highly discouraged for health reasons. The only other exception to this policy is for visitors to the Sheriff’s Office who choose to smoke inside private vehicles parked on the grounds of the Sheriff’s Office. Employees of other governmental or private agencies who work at the Sheriff’s Office are expected to comply with this policy. Non-compliance will result in the individual's employer being contacted and possible referral to the Erie County Health Department for enforcement action. Failure of the involved individual to comply with this policy may result in further action being taken. 
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