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53.01  COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

POLICY STATEMENT
	The Erie County Sheriff’s Office operates a Community Service Program (CSP).   The purpose of the program is to provide both Erie County Jail (ECJ) inmates and non-incarcerated but convicted persons an opportunity to perform needed basic labor or maintenance tasks in the community.   In return, those individuals who participate in the CSP receive a reduction in their jail sentence and/or a reduction in court ordered payments.

	The program will be coordinated by a full-time Deputy Sheriff who will schedule the tasks to be performed, will supervise the participants, and will accurately and efficiently report hours worked to the jail staff, appropriate court, or probation officer.    

POLICY
Criteria for Participation in the CSP (Ohio Revised Code Section 341.27).
1. Only Erie County Jail inmates or individuals convicted of an offense and sentenced to perform community service work by a court with jurisdiction in Erie County will be considered to be eligible for participation in the CSP.   No individual convicted of a statutorily defined offense of violence, convicted of any felony of the first or second degree, under the supervisory authority of the Ohio Adult Parole Authority, or having active warrants or holders issued by another jurisdiction will be eligible for participation in the CSP.

2. Participation in the CSP is strictly voluntary on the part of the potential CSP volunteer.   No one will ever be forced to participate in the CSP.  As a volunteer, a CSP volunteer may choose which CSP task to participate in. 

3. CSP volunteers must be willing to adhere to the program’s rules and regulations.

4. CSP volunteers must read, understand, and sign the CSP Agreement, attached to this policy, prior to performing any CSP task.

5. CSP volunteers must read, understand, and sign the CSP Liability Release, also attached to this policy, prior to performing any CSP task.


General Rules for CSP:
1. If applicable to the volunteer, all inmate rules and regulations of the ECJ will be complied with at all times.

2. Upon re-entry to the jail from a CSP detail and prior to returning to the jail’s general population, any CSP volunteer who is a jail inmate will be subject to a strip search.

3. Unless approved by the CSP coordinator, CSP volunteers will not communicate with anyone other than Sheriff’s Office personnel while performing any CSP task, nor will CSP volunteers pass anything from one CSP volunteer to another.

4. CSP volunteers will never exhibit any type of disrespect to anyone.

5. Unless approved by the CSP coordinator, CSP volunteers will never accept anything from anyone while performing any CSP task.
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This policy is consistent with section 341.27 of Revised Code, which states as follows:
341.27 Qualified immunity for injuries to work detail prisoners.
	As used in this section:
1.  “County correctional facility” has the same meaning as in section 341.42 of the Revised Code.
2.  “County correctional officer” has the same meaning as in section 341.41 of the Revised Code.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. 	The sheriff and board of county commissioners of any county jointly may establish in writing a prisoner work program pursuant to which prisoners and adult offenders confined in a county correctional facility under the control of the county work outside of the facility in a work detail administered by the facility. A program established under this division shall be separate from and independent of any program or camp established under section 341.31, 5147.28, or 5147.30 of the Revised Code or under any other provision of the Revised Code. A sheriff and board of county commissioners that jointly establish a program under this division shall specify rules for the operation of the program. The rules shall include, but are not limited to, rules that provide the following:
	a.  That no prisoner or adult offender confined in the facility under a charge of, or a sentence imposed      
 	     for, an offense of violence may be assigned to a work detail under the program;
	b.  That no prisoner or adult offender may be assigned to a work detail under the program unless the 
  	     prisoner or adult offender volunteers for the work detail;
	c.  That no prisoner or adult offender under supervisory authority of the adult parole authority may be 
	     assigned a work detail under the program.
4.  If all the prisoners or adult offenders working on a work detail administered by a county correctional
     facility and outside the facility have volunteered for the work detail and are imprisoned or reside in that
     facility for an offense other than a felony of the first or second degree and if the applicable county
     correctional officer complies with division (D) of this section, both of the following apply:
	a.  No sheriff, deputy sheriff, or county correctional officer is liable for civil damages for injury, 
	     death, or loss to person or property caused or suffered by a prisoner or adult offender working on  	      
 	     the work detail unless the injury, death, or loss results from malice or wanton or reckless 
	     misconduct of the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or county correctional officer. 
	b.  The county in which the prisoners or adult offenders work on the work detail and that employs the 
 	     sheriff, deputy sheriff, or county correctional officer is not liable for civil damages for injury, 
	     death, or loss to person or property caused or suffered by a prisoner or adult offender working on 
	     the work detail unless the injury, death, or loss results from malice or wanton or reckless 
	     misconduct of the sheriff or any deputy sheriff or county correctional officer. 
5.  To qualify for the immunity described in division (C)(1) of this section regarding a work detail, a county
     correctional officer, prior to having the prisoners or adult offenders of the county correctional facility,
     work outside the facility on the work detail, shall inform each prisoner or adult offender on the work
     detail of the provisions of this section, including notifying the prisoner or adult offender that, by 
     volunteering for the work detail, the prisoner or adult offender cannot hold the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or 
     county correctional officer or the county liable for civil damages for injury, death, or loss to person or 
     property unless the injury, death, or loss results from malice or wanton or reckless misconduct of the 
     sheriff, deputy sheriff, or county correctional officer.
						
