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Erie County’s Commitment 
to Clean, Fresh Water for 
Growing Demand

The Board of Erie County Commissioners

$15 Million County-Wide
Water Improvement Project

Completing a Needed 
Three-Year Water

Improvement Project

Residential and commercial development 
is growing at a rapid pace across Erie
County – and the Board of Erie County
Commissioners is working diligently to
extend water lines across the county to 
service the growing tap water needs of 
businesses and consumers.

Water District “B” Improvement Pro j e c t s



All of the water Erie County distributes is purc h a s e d
f rom the cities of Sandusky, Huron and Ve rm i l i o n ,
which have their own facilities for treating water
f rom Lake Erie. Erie County then distributes the water
t h rough a network of pump stations, water towers
and 400 miles of water mains.

Residents connecting to the Erie County water 
system who have working wells can still use well
water for landscaping or agricultural pro d u c t i o n
needs while enjoying the convenience and health
benefits of fresh tap water.

The Department of Environmental Services is 
continually working to serve Erie County’s expanding
economic development needs. Our infrastru c t u re
i m p rovements are a critically important component
of our county’s economic growth and well-being.

For questions re g a rding the water improvement 
p roject or specific questions about tap-in fees and
water service,call us Monday through Friday fro m
7:30 am - 5:00 pm.

554 River Rd.
H u ron, OH 44839
(419) 433-7303 Phone 
(419) 433-6214 Fax
w w w. e r i e - c o u n t y - o h i o . n e t / d o e s / d o e s . h t m

The Board of Erie County Commissioners
Nancy C. McKeen 
Thomas M. Ferrell, Jr. 
Sparky R. Weilnau 

C u rre n t l y, the Erie County water system provides safe
drinking water to over 8,000 homes and businesses
t h roughout the county. This improvement pro j e c t ,
funded with loans from the Ohio Water Development
Authority (OWDA), greatly expands the availability of
our dependable, clean drinking water source. 

The new water lines were installed without assessments
to Erie County pro p e rty owners. The decision to connect
to the new water lines is made on a case-by-case basis.
When pro p e rty owners opt-in, a tap-in fee is incurred, 
as well as a monthly rate for water usage. 

Water from the Erie County system is:
• Tested daily 
• Fluoridated to aid dental hygiene
• Monitored for bacteria
• Convenient – always available.

Erie County’s water supply system eliminates 
w o rry about:
• Contaminated well water
• Sulfurous water taste and odor
• Contaminated cistern tanks
• Rationing residential cistern system water usage.

The average residential tap-in fee is $1,750. Minimum
monthly residential water usage fees are around 
$32/month for 1,500 gallons. These fees are used 
by Erie County to pay back the O W D A for the cost 
of extending the new pipes. Many residents who
switched from cistern systems re p o rt that tapping 
in saves them money they previously spent hauling 
w a t e r. Drilling a new well can easily cost $4,0 0 0 - $5,000; 
a new cistern system would start at $3,000 - $4,000. 

• Berlin
• Groton
• Huron
• Margaretta

• Milan
• Oxford
• Perkins
• Vermilion

The Erie County Department of Environmental Serv i c e s
will soon complete a thre e - y e a r, $15 million dollar
county-wide water improvement project, installing
nearly 200 miles of new water lines and booster 
stations to bring tap water to residents who have 
long requested and needed it, and to increase fire 
p rotection with the installation of new hydrants in
many areas. The project essentially doubles the size 
of the Erie County water distribution system.

The Water District “B” improvement projects, begun 
in the fall of 2001, are on target for completion in 
summer 2004. Speer Brothers, Inc. of Sandusky is the
contractor installing the lines. The Board of the Erie
County Commissioners awarded the work to Speer
B rothers after a competitive bidding pro c e s s .

It means life will be easier – and
healthier – for thousands of people
who can now eff o rtlessly tap into
our fresh, clean, dependable 
drinking water supply.

The final phase of the improvement project is 
currently underway in Groton and Margaretta
Townships in the western part of Erie County.
Since the inception of the project, new water 
lines have been installed in the following townships:


