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Dear Erie County Water Customer, I

The Erie County Water Division has prepared
the following report to provide information to
you, the consumer, on the quality of our drinking
water for the year 2020. Included within this re-
port is general health information, water quality
test results, how to participate in decisions con-
cerning your drinking water and water system
contacts
Water provided by Erie County Water meets or
exceeds water quality standards set by the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) and we
have a current, unconditioned license to operate
our water system. If you have any questions or
concerns about your drinking water, please call
the Erie County Water Division, Monday through
Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at (419) 627-7666.

We encourage public interest and participation in
our community’s decisions affecting drinking
water. Regular Erie County Commission meet-
ings are held every Thursday at 9:00 a.m. in the
Commissioners’ Chambers on the 3rd Floor of the
Service Center at 2900 Columbus Avenue,
Sandusky. You may also attend the Commission
meetings on the third Monday of each month at
9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers on the
3rd Floor at 247 Columbus Avenue, Sandusky.

Overview

The Erie County Water Distribution System is
divided into three major districts:
Perkins District—Serving Perkins Township and
parts of Huron, Milan and Oxford townships.
Margaretta District—Serving the villages of Bay
View and Castalia. East Erie District—Serving
the village of Berlin Heights and Berlin Town-
ship, the southern, eastern and western portions of
Huron Township and Vermilion Township south
of the City of Vermilion.

The Erie County Water Division operates 10
pump stations and 8 water storage tanks which
deliver water through 312 miles of water mains
ranging in size from 4 inches to 24 inches. In

2020, Erie County Water distributed 1.7 billion gal-
lons of water to its customers.

What are sources of contamination
to drinking water?

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. Erie County purchases
treated water from the City of Sandusky, City of Hu-
ron, the City of Vermilion and Northern Ohio Rural
Water Authority. The sole source of drinking water
comes from Lake Erie. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and radioactive material
and can pick up substances resulting from the pres-
ence of animals or from human activity. Contami-
nants that may be present in source water include:

A) Microbial Contaminants—Such as viruses and
bacteria which may come from sewage treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock opera-
tions and wildlife.

B) Inorganic Contaminants—Such as salts and met-
als, which can be naturally occurring or result from
urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, min-
ing or farming.

C) Pesticides and Herbicides—May come from a vari-
ety of sources such as agriculture, storm water runoff
and residential use.

D) Organic Chemical Contaminants—Including syn-
thetic and volatile organics, which are by-products of
industrial processes and petroleum production and
can also come from gas stations urban storm water
runoff and septic systems.

E) Radioactive Contaminants—Can be naturally oc-
curring or the result of oil and gas production and
mining activities.



Source Water Assessment I

Where does your water come from?

Erie County purchases and distributes treated water
from the City of Huron. The City of Huron Public Water
System uses surface water drawn from an intake in Lake
Erie. For the purposes of source water assessments, in
Ohio all surface waters are considered to be susceptible
to contamination. By their nature, surface waters are
accessible and can be readily contaminated by chemicals
and pathogens, with relatively short travel times from
source to intake. The City of Huron’s drinking water
source protection area contains potential contaminant
sources such as municipal sewage treatment plants, in-
dustrial wastewater, home sewage disposal system dis-
charges, combined sewer overflows, runoff from resi-
dential, agricultural and urban areas, oil and gas produc-
tion and mining operations, as well as accidental releases
and spills, especially from commercial shipping opera-
tions and recreational boating.

The City of Huron’s public water system treats the
water to meet drinking water quality standards, but no
single treatment technique can address all potential con-
taminants. The potential for water quality impacts can
be further decreased by implementing measures to pro-
tect Lake Erie. More detailed information is provided in
the City of Huron’s Drinking Water Source Assessment
report, which can be obtained by calling Jason Gibboney
at (419) 433-9502.

Additional Health Information

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA
prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.
The Food and Drug Administration regulations establish
limits of contaminants in bottled water, which must pro-
vide the same protection for public health. Drinking
water, including bottled water, may reasonably be ex-
pected to contain at least small amounts of some con-
taminants. The presence of contaminants does not nec-
essarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and the potential health
effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drink-
ing Water Hotline, toll free at 1-800-426-4791.

Important Health Information about Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious
health problems, especially for pregnant women and young
children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service lines and home
plumbing. The Erie County Water Division is responsible
for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot con-
trol the variety of materials used in plumbing components.
When your water has been sitting for several hours, you
can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing
your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in
your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Infor-
mation on lead in drinking water, testing methods and steps
you can take to minimize exposure is available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/
safewater/lead.

Immune-Compromised Persons

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than is the general population. Immune-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergo-
ing chemotherapy, those who have undergone organ trans-
plants, anyone with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly persons, and infants can be particu-
larly at risk from infections. These people should seek
advice about drinking water from their care providers.
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the
risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbial
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline 1-800-426-4791.

Erie County Water-Quality Table

On the following pages are the results of our water qual-
ity analyses. The table includes all the contaminants that
were actually detected in Erie County’s drinking water.
The table contains the name of each substance, the highest
level allowed by regulation (MCL), the ideal goals for pub-
lic health, the amount detected, the unusual sources of such
contamination, and footnotes explaining our findings.

Definitions and Measurement Units

You may find some of the table terms and abbreviations
unfamiliar. To help you better understand the terminology,
we’re providing the following definitions and measurement
units.

Action Level (AL) - The concentration of a contaminant
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments which a system must follow.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The highest
level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.
Maximum Contaminant Levels are set as close to the
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal as feasible using the
best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The
level of a contaminant in drinking water below which
there is no known or expected health risk. MCLG’s allow
for a margin of safety.

N/A - Not Applicable.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The
highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
There is a convincing evidence that addition of a disin-
fectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The
level of drinking water disinfectant below which there is
no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not
reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control
microbial contaminants.

Treatment Technique (TT) - A required process intend-
ed to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

( <) - A symbol which means less than. A result of <5
means that the lowest level that could be detected was 5
and the contaminant in that sample was not detected.

(>) - A symbol which means greater than. A result of
>1 means that at the very least two units were detected.

Water Quality Measurement Units

Parts Per Million (ppm) - A part per million corresponds
to 1 second in approximately 11.5 days.

Parts Per Billion (ppb) - A part per billion corresponds
to 1 second in 31.7 years.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - A measure of the
clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person.
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